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"7 IR, when 
you firſt 
5 wiſhed me 
7 \to readc 
= this Dil- 
pes (com _—_—__ It 
as a work, no lelle (cho- 
lerlike then religious) I 
was thinking how I 
might ſome way rc- 
quice with ſome-whar 
3 more | 


= 
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| moreths verball thank- 


fulnes,your kind fauors 
& 200d wiſhestowards 
me. But having perulſed 
the ſame, I thought I 
could not betrer em- 
ploy my time of (mall 
emploiment , then to 
tranſlateche ſame,as be- 
ing a ſubieX fic for all 
men ſeriouſly ro medi- 
cacevps, ſupplying with 
my willing but poore 
endeuoar, "that which 
you could haue bercer 
polifhed and I dare ſay 
willingly would,by rea- 


ſon of your familiar ac- 


quaintice with the Au» 
chour, if your leylure 


might 


mand 


* 
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might haue ſ{erued you 
to hauc taken it in hand 
yourlclte. Theretore as 
you comended ir vnto 
me,forapeccencatly & 
eloquently done in the 
originall:{olurely it did 
rauiſh mein the reading 
as being a moſt worth 

theam; & hath embold- 
ned me to recomend it 
backe againe vnto you, 
thus homely apparelled 
inour mother tong; in 
which ttcanleeſe bur li- 
tle grace,being in it ſelfe 
ſograciousasit is.Suffer 
it therforcT pray you (if 
ir be not roo full of de- 
tects):o pals vnder your 


T 4 name | 
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name,who beſt deſerue 
herein,if ought there be 
deſeruing. For mine 
own part, I wilonly ſay, 
I have ſtriued to ſhew 
ſome parrof the paines, 
I would gladly take to 
doe you any pleaſing 
ſeruice in requitall of 
your many fauours; 
which I will pray you 
ſtillro concinue;as I wil 
alwaies endeuourto be 
thankfull,and conſtant- 


ly reſt 


Tonr very affeitio- 


nateand much 
bound:n, 


Rich, Goring, 
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TO THE HIGH 
AND MIGHTIE 
Ladie Anne D Allepre, 
wife vnto the high and 
mightie Lord Monſrenr 
d- Fervaques , Marſhall of 
France, and the Kings 
Lieutenant in Nor- 
mandie. 
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; it\ the Hebrewes 
Vial: \Oteacheth ws 

NAG way 
SCA it veithin 


the Arke of the conenant, | Heb, g.4. 
there ovas 4 Cruſe full of 
Manna, and Aarons red. 
God thereby inſirntting vs. 
| that be hath not onely a care 
C5 of 


hy 


"—_— 
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of the nouriſhing of our 
ſoul-s, but to corre(t vs for 
our lH alſo : and that he 
hath gineavs together with 
the bread of his wordhis ro1 
of affiittions, The one no#- 
riſheth vs, the other ex2rci- 
ſeth ws: the one inſtrufterh 
vs, the other reform-th vs. 
the one teacneth 1s to de 
the uuvill of GOD, the 0- 
ther maketh vs torenounce 
Hr owne : both equally ef- 
fects of his loue, For GO D 
hambl:th vs by afflitions, 
aud pricketh the ſwelling of 
our pride, Hee entteth and 
{oppeth vs, to the eud wyee 
may bring foorth the more 
frarte, He filleth vs wuith 
Merneſſe inthis life, tothe 
2ad vyucem ht lone for the 
ife to come. For thoſewhows 


Goda 


flacke and cotie 1a proſpe- 
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God afflifteth gricuonſly in 


th:s ovorlad, lean it wvuith 


leſſe griefe, And indeed if | 


the chilarcn of Iſrael, 710 
come out of Enypt , after 
hauing endured there ſo 
many afflictions, aid mots 
withitazding griece, and 
oftentimes mutined to re« 
turne thither again; how 
much more had they grie- 
uea' if they had ſuffered 
nothing? Addcherevato, 

that GOD who bath for 
med v: to feare him, kno» 
weth that our prayers are 


rulie, as proceeding from a 
ſpirit that #s cooled by 
ſucceſſe, and which are en« 
aited by cnſlom, The cries 
which our owne will pro- 
arceth are feeble , in corm- 
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pariſon | 
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pariſon | of thoſe vvtich 
griefe expreſſeth, There is 
nothing ſo HFrong as ne- 
ceſſitie: nothing ſo ingeni- 
ous topray vvell as ſorow, 
vvhich in an inſtant for- 
meth th: ſloweſt rongnes 
to 4 holy eloquence , and 
ſurniſheth vs wuith ſighes 
vvbich cannot bee expreſ- 
ſed, 
[t ts not then in auger 
that Codaffliteth vs, but 
becau/ethat ſinne 15 a kind 
of falling ſicknes, God ſtri- 
kerh andafflifteth ws to a- 
' waken vs. His beatings are 
fatherly correttions : if hee 
vſedviotherwiſe, we ſbold 
"et be his children, For i fa 
man ſeeing two children a 
fightmg , doe cha$tiſe one 
for the ſame, without tou- 
ching 
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mm 


ching the other ; the ſtan- 
drrs by , wvithout further 
knowing him, preſume that 
it is his father : ſo Godcor- 
refteth as h:5 childre thoſe 
which he embraceth with a 
fatherly lowe, Hee begin- 
nech his chaltiſings at 
his own houſe, Now if [e- 


ſus (Chriſt (as (aith the A- 


poſtl:) hath learned obe- 
dience by the thinges 
which hee hath ſuttered, 
alchogh he were the Son; 
hyw much more oa7ht wee 
to how downe our nichs n+ 
to Gods correftions, and 


humble our ſelues in his 


 preſence,yather the tokick 


againſt the prickz, or to 
make the afflictions which 
are bitter enongh of theme 
[elaes, to be yet more bitter 


by 


1.Pet.4.17 


Heb.s.$. 
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by impatience, 

None can make a white 
haire become blacke vuith 
all his care : but well may 
hee make his blacke haire 
become white through his 
vaprofitable aiſcontent, [It 
t& ener better to follovy, 
then to be dragged on ;, a- 
bone all when God co Wo - 
ethus: for if the way thee 
rough which he leads vibe 
thorny, yet 5 1t ſtraight, 

Now when [ cait mine 
eye vpon ail the remedies 
of afflictzons , 1 finde there 
are three thinges vohich 
may aſſwage griefe ; time, 
reaſon , and the feare of 
| GOD, For lengthof tie 
mitigateth ſorow, and clos 
ſeth vp the vvound, yea e- 


nenin the weakeſt ſpirits, 
an 


Le 
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and moſt uncapable of con- 

ſolation ; but reaſon eſtec- 

meth this remedy too long, 

and unwoortby of a coura- 

gions mans for wearineſſe 

of weeping is a poare Yeme- 
is. 

T he feare of God doath 
more : for as to appeaſe 
oriefe, reaſon [tayeth not 
for time \[o the frare of 
God Rayeth 20t for rea ony 
bat be fore that reaſon can 
bring in her conſolations. 
drawn from the inenitable 
neceſſity of evils, or fro the 
vnprofitableneſs of teares. 
that reſo!u:th proprly open 
the lone 0; fGd,vobo cas 
ſtiſef? vs for our good * (0 
as 1n ſte: dof cating fort! 2 


complaints , it fude 14 ont 


occaſion of thanks-gining, 


AN 


mm 


C—— 


The Authors 


and formeth not onely vn- 
to patience, but alſo unts 
toy, 4s acknowledging 4- 
mongst bis afflittions cer- 

taine ſignes of Gods lou. 
Theſe documents Ma- 
dame , are ſo much the 
more familiar vnto you, as 
you bane had often expe- 
rience of them , and vv40 
being paſt her apprentiſhip 
in afflictions hane careful- 
ly ſonght out the lenitines 
vvhich Gods wvord doth 
furniſh vs withall; which, 
beſides that ſobrietie and 
1odeftie which ſhin:th in 
you , and hath altogether 
eſtranged you from the 
vanitie which now a daics 
reigneth in the wvorld, 
haue taught you to ſolace 
your ſe!fe vyith Goa, But 
take 


4 
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take heedalſoleaſt you (uf 
fer your ſelfe to bee oner- 
whelmed vuh ſorow, and 
make pietie the nurſe of 
diſcon. [nueterat priefs 
doe often taurne into babit, 
and old vyonnds become 
freſh with too much hand. 


ling ; wohich me thinks is 


. abone all, verie wnfitting 


yorar nature, vuhoſe mech 
nes andgentlenes , ſo plea- 
ſing vnte all, is much more 


' at accordwith joy, Shall it 


be ſaide, that the great vi- 


. Macity of [pirit which God 


hath ginen you, ſerueth you 


; but to feele priefe more 


ſenſibly? or that Goa hath 
made you great, that your 
teares might hane the 

reater fall? Time vvyhich 


eaſerh the moſt tgnorant 
people 


—_ _—— "ITY a nt. At. _ 
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people of their enils, can- 
not it finiſh the ſighes of a 
perſon whom G O D hath 
ſo muchenriched with his 
knowledge ? Shall it not 
bee better to toy in futare 
good thinges, wvhich are 
great and certaine, then to 
afflift our ſeturs for euils 
paſt, which areremedile([e? 
Heerein ſurely GOD 35 of- 
fenaed, if in worldly croſ- 
ſes wee finde more occaſion 
of griefe, then matter of 
toy in heanenty riches, And 
wrong fully doe wee com- 

plaine of onr afflictions z 
Greing wee hurt our [elnes, 
vvee doe nderband as it 
were confeſſe, that GOD 
hath mot atflicted Us &- 
nough, The P{almiſt ſaith 
indeed, that God putrech 


> 
— 


vP | 


—_—Y 


Epiſtle. 


vpourtears into his bot- 
ties,47 rec 1045 things:bu out 
hee ſpeaketh of teares bred 
of repentance,or of oriefe, 
toſee God blaſph «med ani 
deſpiſed awought men.ÞPor 
God gathereth not wp obſFt= 
aate teares, vvhich extens« 
ding themſelnes beyond 
their limits, occupie the 
time due to conſolation, 
Houv many times ( gis 

ning your ſeifeto reading) 
hane you bedewed the bal; ie 
Scripture with your teares? 
andyet this booke contat- 
neth the matter of our 


| ior. And in the booke of 


' Pſalmes, the tunes whereof 


you lone, and yet much 
more the matter , vuhere 


you ſee your owne pittare, 


and the anatomie of your 
inward 
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invvuard affections : Haue 
you not obſerned that all 
the Pſalmes vuhich baue 
their berinnings troubled, 
and wyhoſe firſt lines con. 
taine nothing but profound 
frghes and broken com- 
plaints, doeend mm attioht, 
and termes vouhich witnes 
contentment and peace of 
conſcience? Let your tears 
Madame, be formed vpon 
this example, and let them 
end in ſpirituall ioy. Let 
your faith raiſe ber ſelfe 
from wnaer her burthen, 
and let the ſluces of afflifti- 
enr, vuhich GOD hath 
ſtepped her courſe withall, 
make her to runne foorth 
with the preater impetu- 
ouſnes:let her take ſtreath 
fromreſiſtance. Herennto 


the 


= 
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the meditation of Gods 
graces woill much ſer ne 
you: the which if you coun« 
. terbalance with your enilr, 
they will mightily vveigh 
them downe, 


wy Ds © 


The onely attention of 
. future plory, which you ap= 
s prehend by faith, can it not 
f digeſt all bitter neſſe? That 
s | | faithwhich filledthe Mar- 
7 tyrs with ioy in the midſt 
7 of their preſent torment s; 


ft | | mayit not, we bring at cur 
fe | | eaſe,comfort vs againſt the 
Y, memorie of pajſed emils ? 


i= Andyou who acknowledge 
th || what ſernitude thoſe people 


1, line in, wehich are drag- 
th | ged into perattion by the 
u= | | inmible chaines of opinion 


th | | andcuſtome : can you ſuffi 
to ciently magnifie the grace 
he which 


_ 


= _— —_— 
OS  — 
—_—_— = —— —_— 


yo 
— nn 4 
ren <ng, 


The Anchors 


| ; 
1 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


A— 


which GOD hath ginen 
10u,in honoring you woith 
bis alliance , and enlight. 
ning you vvith hu trmb ? 
Tea, and in your life time, 
hovy many of Goas aſſt- 


ſtances , how many difft- 


culties happily oner-gone ? 
God haumg ginen you the 
grace to bee alone in your 
familie an example of con= 
ſtancie ard holy perſene- 
rance in the profeſſion of 
his truth,haning wade you 
great, that in the contra- 


diftion of the wvorld, you 


might bee an example of 
firmeneſſe and conſtan- 
cie. And yet admit your | 


povornnds were more orie- 
ous, as taking all at the 
evorſt, onr lines being ſo 
ſnort they cannot long laſt: 


Me 9 —— = 
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for you are not troubled 


10 ſeecke conſolations a- 
gainſt death , ſeemg thas 
death it ſelfe 15 a conſola- 
tion vnto vs, For God if 


he receine the ſighs wohich 


vvee powre foorth in our 
| 


rayers, much more regar- 
 deth heethe fighes vuhnch 


our ſonles gine vp wnto 


| him inour deaths, Which 


becing a place of ſhelter, 
and wwohich putteth our 
ſonles into ſecuritie, vyee 
ought not onely looke for 
his comming, but euen go 
forth to meete him : haſte- 
ning bis coming by our de- 
fires, by theexample of S, 
Pay]. rho ſaith, that his 


| deliretedethto diſlodge, 


.& bewith Chriſt, A»d to 
ſay with Dauid: O when 
ſha!l 
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eg 


Pſal.42.2 


Phil. x.2 3. 
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ſhal I preſent my (clfe be- 
fore Godsface.? For our 
ſonles beeing bound wnto 
our bodies by two bonds, 
whereof the one ts natural, 
and the other-voluntary : 
if through hatred and con- 
tenipt of life preſent, vvee 


wntie the voluntary bond, 


waiting thetime when God | 
ſoall breake the naturall, | 
death then comming ſhall | 
find the buſineſſe begun, 
our ſoules prepared.to this | 
diſſolution, | 
T heſe cogitations Mas 
dame, ard ſuch like , hane 
hitherto ginen you conſ0- 
lation: thewhich although 
you bee ſufficiently prout- | 
aed of, and haue aluvaies 
readie many ſpirituall re- 
medres , yet you borrovv * 


from | 


| From other the receipts; and 


þ's long time, partly through: 


[part!ly through feare,appre- 
Thending your indgement, 
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"bane thoupht that I could 
| corribute ſomething ts your 
| conſolation, 
| ' Anatothss effe(t hauing 
heard talke of ſome of my 
Sermons vpon the Lone of 
God, you would needes make 
ſc of the power you haue o- 
wer me, demanding them of 
meimwriting ; knowing well, 
that of the diſcontentments 
of this life, there is no ſuch 
gentle remoneall as the loy? 
.of GOD, or more ſtron- 
ger remedie then that bee 
Toneth vs. 


Heerefrom I drew backe 


taleneſſe arcompanied with 
ſome other diftrations: 


[4 4. which 


FE 
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which farre ſurpaſamg ordi- 
narie ſpirits, feedeth it ſelfe 
not pon vulgar meates, 
At 1'ngth, after long de- 
Lay , beeing net any longer 
able to ſtrive againit your 
inſtant reque /ts , which are 
unto mee as (0 many com 
matndements,, 1 haue let 
this diſcourſe come foorth 
n publique , under thepro- 
tcffion of your name , to 
the end that the imperfe- 
tons thereof may likert'e 
bee. imputei vnto you, and 
that you might beare alſ(» 
4 part of the blame , for 
2aing aſs ited at the birth 
of rhat wuh:ich ought not 
10 baue ſecre the light : - but 
[ ſhall bee eaſilie excuſed 
4s baumg obeyed you, For, 
honour ſoall it euer be 01 
to} 


| 
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to me, toexecute your come 
manndements, and to em- 
ploy my ſeife to ave you moſf 
humble ſeruice, as becing | 
your 


Moſt humble and 
mot obedient 
{eruant 


Peter du Moulin. 
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1 | Chapters, and prin- 


cipall points contained 
in this Treatiſeof the 
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Fine degrees of the loue 
of God. chap.2.f01.2 4. 
I. Degree to loue God, 


dothwvs, ani which wee 


. f . fol. 28, ; 
*| 2. Toloue God for his 
$ | owne ſake, becauſe hee ts 


becauſe of the good hee | 


hope to receine of him. | 
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foneraienly excellent, ©» 
cniefelie to bee beloned. 
fel. 4.5. 

3. Not onelie to loue 
God aboue all things, & 
more the our ſelues : but 
#lſo not to loue any thing 
in this world but for his 
ſake. fol. 67. 

4+ To hate onr ſeluzs 
for the loue of God, fol, 
79- 

5. Is the lone vobere- 
with we ſhal loue God in 
the life to come. fol. 94. 

Of the marks Ee effects 
of the loue of God, Chap. 


1.2ark 6,that it extin- | 
 gniſheth all voluptuous |Y| 


[oa4e. l 
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| /oze. fol. Loy. 


| and tranquillitie of the 
| /oule.fol. 122, 


[communicate often with 


elory of God. fol. 184. 


Il fol, 215. 
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}. That it ts charity to | 
our neizhbours. fol. 135. 
4. And the pleaſure to 


God. fol. 1 57. 
v, It is the zeale of the 


Fiue meanes or aydes to 
influme vs in this loue of 
God.Chap.4. fol.203, 

I. Meapes is the image 
of vices. fol. 295. 


2. The choiſe of friends. 


3. The hatred of the 
world. fol. 226, 


4. Prat- 
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4. Prayer. fol. 238. | 
5. The hearing &© rea-| 
ding of the wvora of 
God.fol.25 4. 


CHAP. 


CHAP. I. 
Of true and falſe Loue. 


Oue is thac point 
of our Splitites, 
whereby ſhee ioy- 
neth her ſelte vato ob- 
ies, T har vvhich 1s 
wcightin heauie things, 
Loue is the verie ſame. 


| 1n our ſoules. For, as 


weight mouerh carthlie 
bodyes tovvardes the 
place of their reſt: {o 


| love moucth our ſoules 
1 cowardes that obict 
| which promiſerh reſt & 


contentment, Waere- 


vpon it followeth, that 
B as 


Seumn rea- 
ſons to 
proue that 
the coue of 
God, 55 the 
onely true 
loue. 
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THE LOVE 


as hcauie things doe 
mouc 1nadirca line to- 
wards the place of their 
reſt; ſoif we willattaine 
vncoany perfcC repole, 
our loue muſt go right, 
and haue an equall mo- 
10N, 

1 Trueloue then is 
that ſame, which giueth 
reſt and contentment 
vnto the ſoule; whereas| 
falſeloue is an irregular 
agiration, and endleſle| 
motion. Suchis world- 
ly loue, which we ſceto |! 
bee filled with vnquiet- | 
neſſc, and norto ſtay his| 
agitation, but through 


weariſomneſle or del- 


paire,| 


C— 


OF GOD. 


TO 2 —— — 


I | 

| pairez vvhich isno reſt, 
{ but an vanbleneſle ro 
| mooue , becauſe that 
| force failing dceliredoth 
ſtil continue; like vnto a 
ticd horle, which gnaw- 
eth his bit. Suchare al- 
moſt all men: they haue 
many deftres, and little 
power;thcy mcitdclire 
thatthey canlcaſt doe : 
neither bceing able to 
obcy or command their 
couerouines. They can- 
notobey it, becaule of 
their weaknes;norcom- 
maund it, becauſe of 
their incontinencie. So 
that if a man cenioy, | 
wichour any let, that 
B 2 which 


ee 


| THE LOVE | 


which hec loucth, that | 
verie calincfle it {elte 
bringeth him adiſtaſte 
withal.For worldlylouc 
is inflamcd by reſillice, 
and nouriſhed with dit- 
hiculties: like vnto thoſe 
fiſhes which loue to be 
in violent ſtreames and 
floud-gates, but do die 
in a ſtill water. 

T hecauſe of this vn- 
quictneſle , is becauſe 
that our loue chuſeth 
falſe obes, and which 
cannot ſatisfy couctoul- 
neſle. For if you paſle |, 
yourcic vponall which 
is beſt and moſt plca- 
ſingin the world, you 


ſhall! | 
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ſhall nor finde therein 
any firme and ſtable 
quiet , but a chaine of 
cares linked rogether, a 
web of perpetual! vn- 
reſt. The moſt graue 
ſweetes are ſowced in 
biccernes, Thearchieue- 
ment of riches, pleaſure 
anJ honour, is painfull, 
and many periſh in the 
purſuitecherof:the pol: 
ſe{sjon 1s vncertain, but 
cheloſſecertaine. F or if 
theſethingsleau2norvs 
by ſome accident, wee 
hal leaue che by death. 
Theſe are things which 
are beſtowed nor onely 
vpon the wicked , but 


Bz euen 


—— 
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even becauſe they arc 
' bad,as beingrewards of 
wickedneſle.Tocxpoſc 
a mans. loue towards 
theſe things, 1s but a 
purſuing of the winde, 
anda perpetuall trauell, 
For euen vvhen the'c 
things might be termed 
alwaies good , yet are 
they vacertaine. A man 
cannot take good atme 
at a flying fowle, nor 
have any aflured de- 
(12nement, aiming afrer 
tranſitorte goods and 
pleaſures. We muſt (eck 
ourreſt then ſome other 
vvhere then on carth, 
and curne the edge of 


 _ our 
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our loue rowards hea- 
uen. Forcuen as the [0- 
wer part of theelemen- 
tary region, isthe ſeate 
of windes,tcmpeſtsand 
earthquakes, but that 
part towards. heauen is 
alwaies peaceable & ſtil: 
loour loue ſhall be Quer 
full of _— whi- 


leſt ic {erties ir ſelf vpon 
baſe things; bur ir ſhall 


find reſt if it raiſe it ſelfe 
cowards heaue,& Gods 
promi'es. And for this 
cauſe is ir, that in- the 
middeftofrempeſtuous 
wetherar (ca, the needle 
of the Compaſleremai- 
nech alwayes vamoue- 


_B4 able, 
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able, and ſtayed vpon 
one poynt, namely, be- 
| cauſeit gouernerh it ſelf 
by the Pole. In like ſort 
che ſoule of a faithfull 
Chriſtian, in the midſt 
of the cofultons of this 
world,& moſtgrieuous 
afflitions, ſhall enioy a 
moſt aſlured peace, be- 
cauſe his loue aimerh at 
heauen, and ſtayerh it 
(elfe vpon Gods promi- 
(es, which is the true 0b- 
ic of our loue, which 
alone is to bee chicflie 
loued ; whichcan make 
vs lonely 1n louing vs, 
and which alone can, | 
yea, will make them 


happy | 


. 
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happy who loue them. | 
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As rhe Apoltle JF. Paul 1.Cor.2.9. 


ſaith:T he ere of man hath 
»ot ſeen, hu eares heard, 
nor hath euer entred in- 
to his hart , what things 
God hath prepared for 
thoſe wohich lone him. 
Alſo,he promileth in S. 
lohn: To come unto him 
whichlogeth him, and to 
dwell with him, Admi- 
rable loue, which ma- 
keth our l{oules to bee 
the palace of the King 
of heauen, & theſanR- 
uarie of his Spirit. 

2 Philoſophy lea- 
deth vs hereuntoar vn- 
awares : for it hath fora 


By 


ge” | 
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ſariable appetite which 


generall Maxime, thar 
God and Nature-make: 
nothing in vaine; Now 
this infinitdeſire,this vn. 


is11 man, ſhould bein 
vaine,if there wcre not 
ſomthing to contentir: | 
| ; | 
which being nor found ' 
vpon.carth, muſt bee 
ſought forin heaven \& 
rowards God, who is 
infinite goodnefle. | 
3 Adde hereunto, ' 
that God having crea-- 
red the world for mans: 
vie , hath withour all: 


doubt created man for 
ſome berter thing then 


rhe world , O wit , for 
God | 


OF GOD. 
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God himſelfc, 
4 Andthatamongſt 
all creacures, God harh 
cieared manalonevnto. 
his Image, atone with 
vpright ſtature,& vilage 
creed vpwards, whe 
end he might louc him 
whoſe relemblancehee 
beareth,and that his de- 
fire and his loue might” 
aimearheaucnly things. 
5 Adde we hercun- 
ro, thar the perfeftion 
of our ſpirirs cannot be 
bur in- the vation with | 
the Chicfe of ſpirits, 
which communicareth 
his vertue vnto thecrea- 
ture, inllike faſhi64s the 
\ Sunne| 


THE LOVE | 


ſ{1ndarts out his beams, | 
& lighr,tharis,giueth it | 
in (uch ſort, that it yer ; 
dependerh vpon him | 
afrer hauing given it, 
6 Morecover,crueloue 
is that which transfor- | 
meth che louerinto the | 
thing beloued, Now,if | 
a dctormed manloue a | 
corporal] beautic,neuer 
ſhall hee by that loue 
corrett his own imper- | | 
feion:contrariwile,by | | 
louing God, we becom | 
liketo him, and as the | 
Apoſtle fairh in the 2. 
Corinth.chap. 3. Behol- 
ding asin a mirrour, the 
\glorie of the Lord vvith 
open | 


Y 
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ope face we are Changed 
into the ſame image, 

7 Finally, bcauty be- 
ing the firſt ſparke of 


| lonz,wethall ſee hereby 
| how that which we call 


loue,isnot ſo,buronly a 
{uperficialcolourwhich 
coucreth filth ; butchar 
light 15 true beaurie in- 
decd.Godchebeing the 
firſt lighr, and father of 
lights, isallo the chiefe 
beauty, and by conle- 
quent, hee that wee 
ought chicflie to love, 
Yethumane Philoſo- 
phie diſagreeth hcere in 
one point from divine, 
vvhich is the vvord of 
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God. For naturall Phi- | 


{olophy holdeth , thar | 
naturall morion 13 al- 
wayes better then that 
which isagainſtnarure, 
On che c56crarie,in mat- 
ter of loue,the Scriprure.] 
reacheth vs, that the 
loue comraric vnto our 
nature, is better the the 
natural. For{icthence Sa- 
chan by ſeducing Adam 
hath: disfigured the I- 
mage of Goq in man, 
mans deſires haue tur- 
nedrowards rhe world, | 


and inamanerourloue | | 
hatch bene fallen head- | 
long downe from hea- 


gen to carth. T he affe- 
ions! 


_ — wil. a 


! ene en rename nee 
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enmity with God. Rom. 
8. If any one loue God, | 
it isnot of his owne na- 
cure, batitis a gifr of 
God. Wherefore our 


+ Lord Teſus in the eight 


of Saint 7ohn,faich, thar 
nonecan come tohim,it 
he father draw him not. 
And the Apoſtle S.Punl 
pulling vs our: of the 
| myre and thick mud, 
commandeth vs to ſeek 
the things which-are on 
high. Coloſl. 3 VC. 1.2 
Forcheliying ofthe A-| 
poſtle S, John is. moſt 
true, that we mu#t loye 


god bicanſe he hath loued 
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vs fir #f, Tas is allo one | 
of the eftes of the lone 
of God towards vs , to | 
wit, our /0u? towards 
him. And there 1s no- 
thing that we ought ro 
demaund of God with 
more feruencie, then to ! 
haue the grace to loue 
him: for this is,vnto the 
faithfull a witneſle that 
God loucch him: it is 
chefirſteffe& of faith: ir 
154 moſt exprelle trace 
of Gods image : itisthe 
moſt liucly marke- of | 
Gods children. This 
lone is the ſoule of other 
vercues, the rule of our, 


attions,the ſummary of | ] 


the! 4 


, 
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| the law. This loue is the 


vpholder of Martyrs, 
the ladder of heauen, 
the peace of conſcience: 
yea,] dare ſay, itisaraſt 
anda beginning of the 


'vnton and communica- 


tion which we fhal haue 
vvith God in heauen, 
Our meditation cannot 
chuſe a more excellent 
ſubict:for what is there 
which is greater then 


God, or more (weete 
the his loue? The prokic 


likewiſe is no lefle then 
the ſweetneſle: for men 
are good or badde, not 
becauſe they belecue, 


1 but becauſe they loue. 


T hoſe 
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Thoſe be good which 
louc good things; and 
amongſt good things 
whar 1s there like vato 
God? vvhonot onely is 


| oucraignely good, but 


who alſo maketh them 


 Letvsthenendeuourſo 
rodoe, and to be diſci- 
ples vnto the holy Spi- 
rit, which isloue ir (clfe, 
and vyhich vvill forme 
our hearts vnto lou; 
leſt we be decciued vn- 
der this name of loae, 
and leſt we ſhould take 
for thistrue loue, a cor- 
poralllouc,antmportu- 
nate itching, a furious 


good which louc him. | 


— 


heate, | 
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heate, to wit, the worſt 
of vices for the chiefec 
of vertnes,a brutal ſ1ck- 
nelle for an Angelicall 
perfection. 

I know truly,that hee 
who ſhall dilpoſe him- 
ſelfe ro loue God with 
all his harr, & ro negle&t 
all other conſ(iderations 


in regard of his ſeruice, | 


ſhall neceſſarily incurre 
the hatred of the world, 
whoſe loue is enmitie 
withGod as the Apoſtle 
S. 1ames ſaith, But God 
cauſeth this hatred of 
the world to profite vs: 
for,as the Apoſtle faith, 
All things together, one 

with 


Ie — dA. 
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Rom, 8. 
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with another tarn to the 


good of thoſe which loue | 


God.Euils become bleſ- 
ſings vnto them, corpo- 
ral afflictions are ſo mae 


ny ſpirituaJexercifes vn- |! . 


to them ,.the {ickneſles 


of the body are medi- 


| cincs vntotheir ſoules: 


for in the hands of this 
ſoueraigne Phy lition, 
very poiſon it ſelfe be- 


cometh a medicine his |: | 


ſrokesare balm, as C4- 
wid ſaith:and in ſuſjering 
for Gods cauſe, there is 
not onely mattey of pati- 
ence, but euen occaſion of 
2/oxy.They are like ſcars 
on the forehead, hono- 
rable 


þ, OY __ 
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rable matmes,coformi- 
ties vnto Telus Chriſt, 
liveries of a Chriſtian 


|| fouldicr:andalchrough 


the vnderpropping of 
| chis loue, whole [weet- 
| neſs tempercth this bit- 
rerneſle, and maketh'vs 


. | reitoyce for his names 
| lake. 


Some one will lay, 


| that the loue of God is 
4 an cxcellent vertue in- 
*4 deed: bur thar to louc 


him, wemuſt knowhim 


I before,and that we can- 
1 not knowe him in this 
1 life, but witha ſlender 
1 & obſcure knowledeec. 


Thisis truc: but for all 
this. 


THE LOVE 


this,we mult nor letto 
ſtudy the ſame, wemult 


' nor ſuftcr ignorance 


tO bee cauſe of neglt- 
gence: for wce cannot 
haueſolictle knowledge 
of God, butit wilprofic 


vs, and ſtirre vs vp vnto 


'che loue of God, One 
became of his light is 
worth the whole Sun. 
'A man were better to 
| | haucan obſcure know- 


' ledge of God, then a 
clear vnderſtanding of 
naturall thinges. If 4 


| beamofthe Sun doen- 


'terinto an obſcure den 


| | ordunges, the priſoner 


| by chisliccle ſnip know- 
eth | 


} 
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cth che beauric ot light : 
lo the little which wee 
haucof the knowkdgc 
ot God, is fufhcient to 
gtucvsa taſte of his cx- 
cellencie,and ro inflame 
vs With his loue. More- 
ouer, the knowledge 
which God giues vs of 
himlclfe,is not ſo ſmall, 
bur it 15 ſufficient vnco 
ſaluation :and che obli- 
gations which wee owe 
vnto the goodneſle of 
GOD (the caules of 
our loue) are fully rc- 
preſented vntovs in his 
vvord; vvhere the A- 
| poſtle Saint Pawl, herald 
of the ſaid word, faith, 
That 
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all the connſell of God. 
AGS 2.0.27. 


CHAP. IT. 


Fine degrees of the Lone 
of God. 


ww E are ſo vncapa- 
ble of the louc 
of God, that weare e- 
uen ignorant vvhat It 
is. T his herbegroweth 
not in our garden; It 1s 
a gift from abou, com- 
ming from the Father 
| of l1ehrs, whois loue & 
| charitie ir ſelfe, as faith 
Sainc 1obp, Jr 15 a licour 
vvhich God powreth 


That vnto vs s declared | 


11tO | 
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| whereof being the moſt 
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into our ſoules by drops 
425 into narrow mou- 
' thed veſſels. Wherefore 


-— —— 


| according tO Our owne 
ſlowneſle,we will cnde- 
uour to receive 1t into 
our mindes by littleand 


to bring our ſelucs to 
the higheſt degree of 
loue. 

T herearefiuvedegrces 
of this louc ; the loweſt 


imperfe&t, doth ſerue 
notwichſtading to raiſc 
vs tothe higheſt. 

1 The firſt degree 


is to loue God, becauſe 


25 


todeale with our ſelues 


little, and by cafe ſteps | 


C of 


be NT 
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| of the good which hee 
doth vs, and which we 
hope to receiue of him. 
2 Theſccond degree 
is to loue him for his 
| ownelake, becauſe he is 
ſoueraignely excellent, | | 
and moſt excellently a-| |. 
! miablc. | 
- 3 Thethirdis, not| | 
| only colouc God aboue | | 
althings,and more then 
our felucs, but allo not 


| toloue any thinginthe 
world but for Gods 


OO — 


| loue. | 
|| | 4 The fourthis, to 
FF hatcour ſelues for Gods 
lake. 

5 Aboue all which 


degrees, | 
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degrees, char loue of | 


| loue, degrees, and not 


— 


27 


God excelleth, where- 
with wee ſhall loue him 
in the life to come. A 


the breaſts of Saints and 
Angels, which ſtand 
before his throne of 


glory. 
Wecall theſe ſorts of 


kinds; becauſe the high- 
er degrees containe the 
inferiour : euen as the 
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moſt excellet white dif- 
fereth fro other white- 
neſle leſle cleate, not in 
kind of colour, but in 
degree:ſteps vp6 which 
wee mult get vp, and 


loue which burneth in 


C 2 vpon 
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vponeach of them ttay 
a little our ſpirits, 


The firſt degree. - 


He firſt and loweſt | 


ſep, is roloue God 
becauſe of the good 
which he doth vs. Vpon 
this degree of loue was 
Dania, wheninthe 1 16 
Pla!me hee faith, 7loue 
the Lord becauſe he hath 
heard my voice: and (0 
in the 18. Plalme. For 
God will be loned for do- 
ing goog onto ws. It u 
God wvhich hath made 
vs,which keepeth © gui- 
dethvs whichnoarifheth 


| 
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{eh 


our bodies inſtructeth 
our ſoules; redeemeth ws 
by his Soune, gouerneth 
vs by bus holy Spirit, tea- 
chethvs by bis word;ma- 
keth vs his {cruants, yea 
his friends, yea his chil- 
dren, yea euen one with 
him(clfe. Plato philoſo- 
phizing vpon the grace 
of God, accordingas he 
was able, gaue thankes 
vnto him for three 
chings.r.For that he had 
created him a ma, & nor 
a beaſt, 2. T hat hce was 
borne a Grecian, and 
nor a Barbarian. 3, That 
not onely fo, bur a Phi- 
lolopher allo. We that 
of 
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areinſtructed ina better 
{choole, doc otherwiſe 
diſtribute our thankſgi- 
uing, & doe praile him 
for three things alſo.. 1. 
Thac amongſt all bis 
creatures, he hath-made 
vs men;createdafter his 
ownimage. 2. Thatfrs 
amongſtal ſorts of men. 
hce hath made vs Chri- 
ſtians. 3. T hat amongſt 
thoſe which: beare the 
name-of Chriſtians, he 
hach made vs faithfull 
ones, Herunto you may 
adde if you. will the 4. 
that he hath adopted & 
ele&ed vs in. his. Sonne 
before the foundation 
of 


hs a. Att. head —— 
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of the worlde: hauing 
had careof vs not onely 
before we were borne, 
but even before the 


world was made. For if 


a woman lately concet- 
ving , loac her futurc 
fruite, much more doth 


ſheeſo when 1t15s borne 
-and embraced in her 
armes: foif God loucd 


vs before'wee had any 
being, how much more 
when we call vpon him 
andloue him with a fi- 
liallloue? Now inthis 
orace,thelcfio our nums 
ber is, the greater is Our 
priuiledge, the greater 
his bountie and mercie 
C4 tO» 
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| few wel ſighredamoght 
a chrong of blind men; 
| like the portion of /acob 
in Egypr, aloneenlight- 
ned inthe midſt of that 
| darkaofle which couc- 
redallche country : like 
Gedeons flecce , alonely 
watcred with his blel- 


*. —_ 


of the earth is drie, and 
deſtitute of his grace. 
God hath enuironed vs 
{ with cxamples of blind- 
| nefle, to the end vvee 
might make the more 
account of light, and 
thac wee fhould goeon 
inthe way of rightcout- 


=o 


cowards vs,to beelike a | 


{ing, whileſt all the reſt | 
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| 'Chriſt;zir is he thatis the. 
conduit-pipe , through 


] 


conciliation with God 
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nes vvhileſt the day Ia 


ſeth, whileſt he enligh- 
tenerthvs by his —_ 
All theſe graces de- 
pend vpon one {peciall 
grace: which is our re- 


by che death of Tcſus 


vvhich the graces of 
God do flow vntovs: it 
is 1acobs ladder, which 
ioyneth earch vnto hea- 
uen,which ioineth man 
againe with God. The 
Angels aſcending this 
ladder, docſtgnifie our 
praycrs.The Angels de- 


ſcending, ſignifie Gods | | 


C 5 blef-l. 
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Þleſsings. Lecobsſlceping. | 
ax the toote of this lad-. 
der,repreſemteththereſt;, 
of our conſcienccs vn- | 
der the ſhadow of his- 
intcrcelsi6. Forbefore, | 
on what ſide ſocuer ma. 
could turne hiscyes, he | 
could ſee nothing but. 
matter of fear andaſto- | 
niſhmenc. If hee looked 
on God, he ſawa:conlu- 
ming hire, and a ſouc- 
raigne inſtice armed a-- 
eainſt ſinners, If he loo-. 
ked onthelaw., hee law 
cheſenrence of his con- | 
demnation : if on. the. 
heaus, heſaid, Iam ſhue/ 
outthercof by my ſins: | 
It: 
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fon the world, hee ſaw 
himlclfefallen fronvthe 
empire he beforc had 0- 
ucr the creatures :1f on 
himſelfe, he ſaw a thog- 
land corporall and ſpiri- 
| tuall infirmities. By che 


carthquakes, he was ſei- 
zed with tremblingand 
fecare:then Satan, death 
and hell were the ene- 
mies whicheicherdrew 


rurcd him with theirap- 
prehenfton. Bur now 


an aſltired truſt in Teſts 
Chriſt, looketh on all 


ther þ 
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cach man” vvhich hatch | 


fi2nes in heaven, and | 


himro perdtrion;ortor- | 
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theſe things with anos |; 
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thereye, and lingerh a- | 
nother ſong. It he looke 
vpon God, hee will ſay, 
It is my Father, who- 
hach adopted meeinhis 
Sonne. If heethinke on | 
the iudgement ſeate of | 
chelaſt day, he will ſay, 
.My. elder brother fit- 


my Iudge, isallo my ad-. 
uocate. If hee thinke on. 
the Angels, hee wil ſay,. 
Thele are my keepers, 
Plal. 3 4.1 hee looke on-/ 


heaven, he will ay, Iris | 
{my houſe. If he heareic 
{chunder fromabouc,he. 
qwillay, Itis my Fathers 


voice. itheconſiderthe 


4 law, 
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law,he ſaith, The Sonne | 
of God hath fulfilled ir 

for mec. If he bein proſ- 
peritie on earth, he will 
ſlay,God hath yer berter 
things for mein ſtore. [f 
he be in aduerſitie , hee | 
wil ay,leſus Chriſthach 
ſuffered much more 
hereof for my lake; God 
exercilerh mee, proueth 


| me,or correCterth me,or 


rather honoureth- mee, 
making me like vnro his. 
Sonne. If hee thinke on | 


| the diuell,death, or hel, 


chen he will triumph o- 
ucrall, ſaying with the 
Apoſtle, 1. Cor. 15.0} 
death,where « thy fling? | 
W, 


—_— — 


—— 
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| Oprane wheres thy vi- 


E 
E 


ory i *ThanksbetoGod 
who bath ginen vs vidto- 
rie through leſus Chriſt 
onr Lord. It thelethings: 
buzzeand keepe a.noile. 
like angry walſpes, yer 
haue they loſt theyr | 
ſting. Iftheo!d Serpent 
pricke our heele, yeris! 
his head bruiſed. If the 
diuell through perſecu-! 
tions giue vs a falle a-; 
larme, yctbetong we of 
lelusChrift; who-hath | 
boushr vs, and none | 
hallſaarch vs our of his | 
hang. VVho will fear ha- 
uing ſuch a patron, who 
notonely maketh inter- 
ceſsion | 


DO I 


ce(sion for (1nners , but 
of ſinners maketh them 
iuſttwho not only plea- 
deth fora bad cauſc,bur | 
alſo of bad, maketh ir 
good, becauſe that he 
doth not only pray, bur 
allopay forvs:lothatro 
pardon vs,isnot onely a | 
worke of his mercy,bur 
alſo: an: efteft-of his in- 
ſtice. 

Thcle obligations vn- 
tothe louc of God, are 
common vato all the 
faichfull. Bar I rhinke, if 
cach. one would looke 
backe into thecourle of 
hislife, and callto mind 
thetime paſled, there is 

-* none. 


2 _ 
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| purpoſes croſſed , bur 


ſaid, thatthcbleſsings of 
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none of vs bur ſhould | 
finde iuſt cauſe ro ac- | 
knowledgebelidesrthele | 
cominon benehtes,ma- | 
nie particular witneſles 
of the care and loue of 
God towards vs:Of de- 
liucrancesout of manic 
dangers, vnhoped-for 
good chances, commo- 
dious afflictions, our 


for our good , extraor- 
dinary meancsto bring 
vs vato the knowledge 
of his ruth. Shall ic bee 


God haue rained vpon | 

the ſands, without ma- 

king vs more fruicfulof 
good| 


_ tt... hs tit 


\ 


% 


1 


| 1 


| bim. Moreouer, our lo- 
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go0d works? Shall we 
be like vnto beaftes, 
| which drinke of the 
brook withoutthinking 
of the ſpring ; without 
railing vp our thoughts 
VNiO 'G OD the wecdl- 
ſpring of all bleſsing ? 
Meane while, vvhen 
wee ſay that God doth 
vsgood,to the end wee 
ſhould loue him; it is 
not becauſe he hath any 
neede of our louc : bur 
becauſe hee would faue 
vs, hee would that wee 
ſhould loue him ; be- 
cauſe it is impolsible to 
be ſaucd whilſt we hate 


Þ 


uing 


— — 
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ving himallo, is partly 
hisgift;foritis hewhich 
kindleth his loue in vs. 
God doth notonly giue 
| vs hisgraces, but giuerh 

alſo grace to. demaund 
them, the hand to ap- 
| orchend them, & grace 
co make good vie there- 
of;the vertuc roglorific 
him for theſame,in ſuch 
fort, asto acknowledge 


[not only thoſe his good 
things, buc cuen our 
ſelnes alſo. God doth 


good vnto the vawor- 


worthy by this doing 
them good:his ſpiritual 


that wee owe vnmto him |. 


thy;buthe makethchem | 


gra- |: 


OF GOD. 


graces being of ſuch na- 
rurc, as: chat they tran(- 
forme ſuch as recciue 
them. 

This firſt degree of 
loue being holy and ne- 
ceſlary, is not foral that 
any more chena. begin- 


ning ofthe loue of God | 
and as the firſt ſtrokeof 


trucpictic, For hee who 
loueth God bur for his 
profic, is like vato litcle 
children, who ſay their 


- | prayers that they may 


break their faſts :and ro 
lpeake properly, they 
louenort God but them- 
felucs. Such aloue, if it 


| extend it (elfe no fur- 
ther, |. 


—— 
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| choſe things whichrend 


further, know that God 


THE LOVE 
ther, 1s a mercenarie 
loue, yea and iniurious 
vnco God. For irmay be. 
alwayes thought, thar 
the end is better then 


chercunto, If then the 
'ouc of God haueno 0 

ther end bur our owne 
profit, we placetheſame 
aboug God, and make 
our intereſt more ex- 
cellent then his ſeruice. 
Let him then which 1s 
come tothis firſt degree 
of louc,if he paſſe on no 


pardoneth vs much, if 
hee puniſh nor that 


which is grounded bur 


vpon | 


| 


our profits ſake, but e- 
uen for his owne fake: 
ro wir, that layingaſide 
all con{ideration of his 
benefites, yea and our 
hope of any profirfrom 
him, yerto loue him a- 
boue all chings. Dauid 
ſpeakerh of this loue in 
the 


OF GOD. | =_ 
vpon the loue of our| 
ſelues : whereforc wee 
| muſt mount higher, & 
. | cometotheſccond ftep. 
| The ſecond degree of 
| Goas lone. 
He ſecond ſtep of |... ,... 
Gods loue, is tO | God, for 
louehim, notonely for ſhe. 0wne 


thy name , reiozce. Hee 
| wold hauevs love God 


" OF GOD. 


 i5ro ſay, bicauſe he1s (0- 


the 69. Plalme,yver. 37. 
Let all them which loue 


for his names ſake, that 


ucraigne Lord, wiſe in 
his counſels, iuſt in his ! 
ations, truc in his pro- 
miſcs,dwelling in glory 
which nonecan actaine 
vnco, poſſeſsing a ſouc- 
raigne perfetion. God, 
whole life is withour 
beginning and cnding, 
his eternitie without 
change, his greatneſfle 
without meaſure , his 
power without relt- 
tance; who hath made 


the! 
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J the world by his word, 


goucrneth if by his 
light, and ſhal ruinate ir 
by his will: who in one 


| vertue and perfection, 


which is his eſſence, in- 
cloſethall vertue,which 
iseucry wherediſpcrſed 


| 11 the creatures as di- 


ucrſelines which meer 
in one center, doe dil- 
perſe theſclues by their 
extention, For theſe co- 
ſiderations, God ought 
to be loued more then 
forthe good which he 
doth vs. Ieſus Chriſt 
himſelfe teacherh vs the 
ſame, in the prayer hec 
formed for vs; in which 


bei 


| 
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heappointeth vs to de- 
maund the ſanQifying 
of his name, and the ad- 
uancement of his king- 
dome, before we crauc 
any thing for our prof. 
A deſire which lo. pol- 


ſefled the ſpirit of Mo- || 


ſes, and the Apoſtle S. 
Paul, that forgetting 
themſelues , they deſt- 
red rather to be blotted 
our of the booke of life, 
and to be accurſed, then 
thar God ſhould not be 
glorified. 

Wherefore to plant 
invsthisloue,whichlo- 
ueth God for his owne 
lake, it is neceſlaric to 


—— 


know 


., * 
: 
- 
bad 


_ [ly the chiefeſt beaurie : 


s, *" 
} 
. 
, 


A we may, what hee is in 


| beauty: now light is the 


-| beauties doe nothing 
-| differ fr6 deformities. 


OE GOD. 


T know ſo farre foorth as 


him ſelfe, and wherforc 
poucraignly to be belo- 
ued. 

Wee naturallic louc 


chicfc of beauties, with- 
our vvhich all other 


God then bceing the 
chicfelight, is neceſſari- 


He ts the father of lights, 
ſaith 8, James. T he foun- 
taine of licht « in him, 
and through hs light we 
ſee clearly, ſaith Danid in 


the 36.Platme. For this | 


D Ccauſe.| 
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| cranſparcnc : which not 
onciy cnlighrenerh the|. 
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cauſe, when hee firſt ſer 
hishand vnto the crea- 
tion, he began with the 
light, as a thing beſt re- 
preſenting his nature. 
Hee is the Sunne of 1u- 
ſtice:; the Sunne which 
ſettcth not, which ma- 
kech no ſhadow 3 vnto 
vvhich all chings are 


eyes, but cuen giucth| 
ſighr. And iudge you 
vyhac this ſoucraigne 
brightneſle is , ſecing 


that the Seraphins ſtan- 5 


airs before the Throne 
are dazled, and faineto 
coutr their faces vvith 
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their 
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| their wings,as Iſay ſaith, | 


- [dureſogreataſplendor. 
| parition of che humani-, 


| Sunne ſhall be darkned | 


| appearing of a greater, 


A— 


© © 


OF GOD. 


beeing nor able to en- 
Forifarthegloriousap» 
| tie of leſs Chriſt, the | 
| as ſomelitle lightar the ; 


what may be the ſplen- 
dorof his Diuinitie? 

If you will con(ider 
thelifeof God , ours is 
but a ſhadow, and no- 
thing in compariſon. 
Forour life isa flowing 
and ſucceſsion of parts: 
' but God poſleſſcth his 
| life entirely ar one in- 
ſtant, &allatonce, Hee 


D2 who 
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The life of | 
God. 
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who wil know what the 
life of Gods in compa- 
rilon of mans life , ler 
him compare the Sea 
with ſomelicle Brooke. 
1. Theſcats very great, 
and the brooke very lit- 
tle. 2. Theſea budgeth 


not from his place, but 


| chebrookerunneth ill 
| forth, and-is alwayes a 


new water. 3.'T he wa- 
tcrs of the Sea come 


| fromnoorcherplace;but 
| alrunning,waterscome 
| from theſea; and return 


thicther. T he like. is thc 
life- of God comparcd 


| with ours. 1. His life 1s 


infinice, and ours verie | -* 


ſhorr. 


{| OF GOD. 


tl 


* | thort. 2. His lifeconſi- 


 tfromhim,ARts 17. vcr. 


Jaſtes : The earth retur- 


ſeth inreſt, and topol- 
ſeſlealhis life at one in- 
ſtant ; but our life is a 
luxe, and ſucceſsion of 
parts. 3. His life com- 
meth from none other, 
bur our life commeth 


28. and returneth vnto 
him againe, as Salomon 
ſairh in the12. of Eceleſi- 


neth unto the earth as it 
was before,and the ſpirit 
vntoGoad which gaze it. 
Gods knowledge 1s 
alſo a botromleſle pit. 
He knowetrhall things, 
yeacuen ſachas are nor. 


D 3; Things 
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' Things paſſed, are nor 
paſſed vnto him: the fu- 
ture are prclent before 


— 


heart: he ſeeth through 
the cloake of hypocri- 
fie. Wee behold things 
one after another, bur 
he ſeeth chem all atone 
view: as if a man were 
all eye, and ſhould ſee 
all char were abour him 


m— 


4 


him. Hee ſonndeth the | - 


withour turning him- 
ſelfe. Welee things be- 
caule they are : on the 
contrary,things are, be- 
cauſe God ſeeth them. 
Forin God ro ſee, is as 
muchas to will: and his 
will is, todoe.To know 


things, | 


© |chings, wee looke vpon 
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them:but God to know 
things, looketh on him- 
ſelfe, becaule that in his 
wiſedome hee hath che 
models of althings, and 


in his will the ſentence: 


of all chances. 


How admirable alſo' 


is his holincſſe! Ir inft- 
niccly ſurpaſſech che ho- 
linefle of Angels and 
Saints: asit is ſaid inthe 
booke of 1eb, chap. 1 F. 
Behold, hee b1th no a(ſu- 
ranceinhis Saints, and 
the heauens are not pure 
in his ſight : hovo much 
more abhominable and 
vile is ma, who drinketh 


D4 #nt- 


| 
| 
| 


4 
Hu holines, 
| 


— 
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iniquity like water.Euen 
| 


| 


calleth the higheſt hea- 
uen, theheauen of hea: 
 uens, becaule it inclo» 
ſcth cheinferiour:lo allo 
ircalleth God, the holic 
of holies , becauſe his 
holineſle incloſeth that 


[ of al the Saints, as being 


infiniccly inferiour, The 


{ holineſſe ofthe creature 


isaquality:thatof God 
is his ſubſtance. God is 
holy of himlelfe ; bur 


| men & Angels are not 


Saints, but becauſe God 


| hach ſanified them. 
| Allo, after a cleane 


contraric manner vnto 
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as the holie Scripture | : 
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| men, is heiuſt. For men 


arciuſt, becauſe they do 


] inſt things. In Godiris 
| otherwile:forthe things 


are iuſt becauſe God 
ſiceirſclfe.VVheretore, 


hee 1s 1uſt for no other 


| cauſe, but for that hec 
| doth according to his 
| wil:according to which 
| hehach giuenvs his law, 
"| the perfe&t rule of iu- 


Rice; which he notonlie 
ſetteth before vs, but al- 


| ſowritethir in vs, and 
- | engrauech it with his 
'| finger inthe ſtonc;as he 


promilegh vs inthe 3 1. 


. | of Jeremy: 1 will put my 


Ds Ytw 


doth them. For he is1u- | 


; 


he 
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law into them and. will | 

write it in their hearts. | 
Hee louerh juſtice and, 
truth... Hee hateth the- 
workers of iniquitie , he 
rooteth ont liers, hee ha-! 
teth the bloodthirſly and. 
deceitfullman.Plal.5; 
 VVharſhall we ſay of 
his goodneſſe? through! 
which hcelouethcthem 
which hace him, by 
which hce cauſeth his 
Sunneto ſhinevpon the 
iuſtand vniuſt;the good: 
and bad : by which hee! 
rainerhdown his good-|, 
neſſe cuen- into- the! 
mouthes which are 0-| | 


LD — 
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pento blaſpheme him. 
| Aboue| 


| 
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Aboue all, this infinite 


2o0dnes ſhineth in the 
pcr{on of his Son:'T his 
Sonne lo: begotten be- 
fore all crernitie,that he 
yer now begetteth him: 


Sonne without begin- | 


ning of time, Sonne of 
the like age as his-Fa- 
ther : Efſentiall Word, 
cternall Witedom, God 
eucrlaſtinglic bleſſed. 
That Son which FZ/ay 
calleth the Father of E- 
ternitie,, vwwould make 
himſelfe the Sonneof 
man, to theend thar we 
might bee children- of 


God: yca-was content |. 
robe borne in a-ſtable, | 


tO 


Eſay 9. 


i. 
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li 
ht, , to the end our 
{ {oules might be moyſt- 


| might be farished. Hee 
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to the cnd that vyce.| 
might be recciued into! 
| heauen ; to be borne a- | 


moneſt bealts., ro the | 
cnd that wee mighr bee 
companions. with An- | 
.gels. Hee wno- 1s the | 
Word it (elfe, was con-" 


Icent ro ſtaminer as a 


' Ichilde, to the end that | 


wee might ſpeake vnto- 


| God inall libertic. Hee-' 


who1tsthe bread of life, | 
vvas content to: be an. 
iungred,tothe end wee | 


whois thefountaine of 
-life., was content to be 


| | 


ned. 
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ned. Briefly, hee whois 
[ life it ſelfe, hath ſuffered 
| death, char hee might 
eiue vs life. All this for 
| vile creatures, yea Cnc- | 
mites vnto God, that he 
might make them of 
ſlaucs vnro Sathan, his 
owne children, and 
tranſport the from hell 
intohis kingdom. Thefe 
arethe bortomleſle pits | 
of the bountie & good- | 
neſſe of God, which do 
gently fivallow vp our | 
; | ſoules3 there is pleaſare 
| | roloſcones {elfe therin. 
| For theſe are the bot- 
( 


tl 


romleſſe depths of the 
grace of God, which 


paſſe 


Ro 


n— 


1.Pet.1, 
| & 12, 


and allono lefleſubiet 


his loue:hecreareall his 
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pafle our vnderſtan- 


ding, but doe recreate | 


our hearts; which giue 
maticr of admiration, 


of conſolation, Hereare 
the higheſt witneſſes of 


fatherly affeQions laicd 
open; all the riches of 
that grace vvhich-the 
Angels themſelues ad- 
mire, and as Saint Peter 
ſaith,endeuor to pry pro- 
founaly into ; louing in 
this caſe the goodneſle 
of God; not for their 
owne profit; but in rel- 
ped of God. himlelfe: 
for. Icſus Chriſt is not 


| { 


come| 
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| | comcintothe world for 
their redemption. 


Now to. what end 
all this, but that wee 
ſhould loue- him vvho 
hathſo much loued vs, 
and admire withioy the 
treaſures of his grace?O 
God, as thy greatneſlc 


1s incomprehenſible,ſo 


alſo thy bountic is infi- 
nice:our ſpirits are ſtop- 
ped with this contem- 
plation; our words are 

eneath our thoughts, 
and our thoughts yet 


much lower then: the 
trach;VVe ſpeakof chis 


oreatneſſe but-ſtamme-- 
ringly, our praiſes do a+ 
bale 
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bale thee, weedraw the 
picture ofthe Sun with 
a coale, But & God, raiſc 
vp our ſoules to thee: 
and if our ſpirits be roo 
weake to knowe thee, 
makecour affeftions ar- | 
dent toloue thee. Thou 
who waſt pleaſed to bee 
our Father, touch our 
hearts with a fliall affe- 
Aion, T hou which gi- 
4 ueſt vs occaſion to loue 
thee}, giuc vs alſo the 
motions rhereof.For,as 
muchas wearepoorein| þ 
| means, ſo much are we | | 
vncapable to recciue 
them, and to loue thee 

after having. receiued| | 
rhem\ | + 
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All theſe confidera- 


| tions do raiſe vp our fpi- 
| rits ro loue God,norttor 


our (clues, bur for his 
owne lake : which ap- 


pearcth alſo in this,thar | 


our loue to God cannot 


2 bewell directed, if it be 


3 nor formed vpon the 


modell of that loue 


* wherewith God hath 
; loued vs. Now God lo- 


| 


! 


ueth vs for the louc of 


himlelfe, as he ſaith by 
| che mouth of Efay: /ts 


Lit # 1, that blotteth out 
thy ſinnes for mine owne 


ſake. 


'| them, if thou thy lclfc 
* | docſtnotplantrhy loue 
[1a vs. 
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Lord pardon, Lord tarry 


| owne ſake ; for thy name 
hath beene called wpon 
this eittie,and wpon thy 
people. God conlidereth 


he conſidereth that we 
are vawoorthy of his 
grace, but that it is a 
thing vvorthy of his 
bountic, to doe good 
vnto the vnworthy,and 
which is more, to make 
them worthy by doing 
them good. Hee conli- 
dereth hat his Church 


IS 


not, but haſten for thine 


ſake.Anditisthe prayer | * 
which Daniel maketh ||; 
in his 9.chap.Lord hear, 


- 


that we bear his image: || 


| 
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\\] [1s like vnco a flocke 
* | which carieth his name, 
and is called che people 


wil not letit be Sathans 
prey,nora matter of tri- 
'umph vato the aducr- 
ſaric. 


| loue of God. 
Y Kin third degree 
or ſteppc, is ſo to 
loue GOD aboue all 
things ; thac we ſhould 
loue nothing in the 
world bur for his ſake. 
For example, there arc 
many perſons and ma- 
ny things inthe world: 
that 


| 


of God;andtherfore he 


The third degree of the | 
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that wee cannot keepe | 
our ſelues from louing, |/# 
yea,and it would be iil |: 


donc not to loue them. 


So a father loueth his | 


children, a wife her hul- 
band;our kindred, allies, 


| neighboursand friends | 


thaue part in this amitie. 


So a man loueth his 


health, his houſe, his 


land, his ſtudie, &c. To |# 
'g0 aboutto dilpoſleſſea 
[man of the loue of thele 
things, would bean in- 


humane do&rine, and 
more then tending ro 
brutalicie. Hee & vworſe 
then an infidell that hath 


not care of bs familie, 
fairh | 


— a ot. Ml 
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4] /aich che Apoſtle. Picue | 
1'®] rooteth not our chele at- 
+| feions, but doch hul- 
»| band them ; and of mi- 
ſtriſles which they were, 
E| makech chem but hand- 
maids vato the loucand 
[| fare of the Lord: No 
more then /oſ#a would 
kill the G:beonires, but 
| (ubictcdchemvncothe 
| Ceruice of Gods houle. 
|| For then doth a father 
| louc his childicn as hee 
ought, if in bringing 
|| chem vp, he purpole to 
ij victheas mendoe yong 
ay which ſhall one 
/ day bring forth fruir to 
|} che glory of God. If P 
l | ) 


—_ met 


—_S 


THE LOVE 
ſoremember himlelt co 
be their Father, that he 
bee yet more mindfull 
that God is his. Then a 
| man loueth his friends 
| as hee ought, whe he lo- 
 uech them becauſe they 
loue God, and becauſe|F 
hee ſeeth the image of 
| God ſhining in them. 
| So we ſhall chen juſtly 
| loue health, when wee 
 ſhalllone it,not becauſe 
F itis more gameſom and 
| without paine, bur be- | 
| cauſeir bringeth vigour] , 
' varoOUr bodics, and li- 
| berticvnto our mindes] 
; toſerue God inour vo-i8| v9 
cation. T he like ought lic 
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| ro belaid of riches, of 


things which one rhay 
honeſtly loue; prouided 
that thcir loue doe not 
diſtratt vs fro the louc 
of God, bur may rather 
therero aduance & help 
vs to performe good 
workes; And as theres 
notany ſo little brooke 
but ir leadeth vnto the 
ſea : ſo let theſe good- 
nefſes of God , ſeeme 
they neuer ſo ſmal, lead 
our -thoughts ro this 
grear depth of the 
goodnecs and greatneſſe 
of God. Briefly, all our 
lives and affeftions to- 

wards 


| THE LOVE 


PIES 


wards our neighbours, 
ſhal be wel ſquared out, 
when they ſhal be bran- 


| loue, anda reflexion of || 


ches & brooks of Gods ki 


our (ight , which from | 
God glanceth vpon his! 


image. Neucr loue the|Þ}| v 
perlons for that which|Þ| h 
15 about them, bur for| | c 
what.is in them.Eſtcem ||| cl 
notof men, as of purſes|F| a 
forthe money which is|| 6 
therein. If you honour] fi 
a man becauſe hes well] w 
clothed, by conſequece |x| 0! 
ought we to falutelartin|Þ|| W 
in w hole peeces. Tf you C| 01 
account of a man for his||f | th 
honours lake, you - "0K 
is 


- 
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] his dignirie to his titles 
and to his habite:which 
, things being takEaway, 
þ there isno more of any 
* thing which ought to 
E| bee loued.; as a horſe 
!| which carieth an idoll, 
{| which being takeaway, 
| hath no more rcueren- 
= ces doncabour him. On 
the contrary,it you loue 
a man becauſe hee fca- 
q| reth God, bccaule he is 
I] firme in the fauh , tor- 
| ward inthe knowledge 
$|of GOD, true in his 
;| words, iuſt in his ai 

| | ons, Charitable towards 
the afflited , burning 
with the zeale of God- 
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| hartsare very deepzand 


{ vicious, or elſe ſhewe 


— 


Than 
houſe, you ſhall ncuerJ' v 


want occaſion to loueF$' n 
him. Takeaway from þ | c 
him his goods, his ho-W'f 
nours, ycahis cloathes, {| 
yea cuen his bodie; allÞy | 
theſe ornaments wil re- pit 
maine, and that excc!-|j | 1 
lencie which conſiſteth|Þ} |! 
in che image of-GOD, If 
and the. graces of his| | 
Spirit, YC |< 

I am not ignorant, |} | 1 
that the ſecrets of mens ||| | | 

| 
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ws 


oftentimes the friends || 
vyhich a man chuſerb | | 
forvertuous, do becom 


they were ncuer other- 
wile, | 
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J vvile. In this caſe the 
2 #| man whichlouerh God, 
& ought to reprchend his 
friend, and to reforme 


| himif hee can polsible. 
Flactery hach takeaway 
fromcruc friendſhip all 
his termes,cxceptthe li- 


| | berty to reprehend. T'o 


be afraid tochide ones 
friend, leaſt wee ſhould 
offend him, is a reſpc&t 
fullofcruelty: asif whe 


hee were readie to bee 
drowned,thou ſhouldſt 
feare to catch him by 
the haire of the head, 
leſt hee ſhould leele a 
haircor two. If by thelc 
repreheſions thy friend 
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| THE LOVE {| 
donotamed,thefricnd- 
| ſhipofa man muſt rhen 
; giuc place vnto. Gods 
loue. We muſt doelike 
Moſes, who made-vicof || 
| his rod. whilſt-ic.was a || 
1 rod, but fled from bc-|j# 
All | forcic-when ic. became| |} 
a Serpenc.. And yet in|þ 
this-cale 1 were better |# 
toleparateourſclues by |# 
| lictle and lictle, and to|F 
| valow friendſhip rather |Þ 
cheneoteare 1t aſunder. 
Vnrto all theſe diff- 
ff culcies the loue of God 
Wi (eructhasarule. Many 
i heathen haue gathered 
anumberof preceprsof 
friendſhip, bur haue not | - 
| dif-|v! | 
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OF GOD. 


but threds & branches 
which depend thereon. 


diſcouered this fecrer, 
which ruleth all their 
rules, that is, rolearne 
firſtroloue God, and to 
cauſe our friendſhipsto 
be deriued fro his loue. 
Such as the braine is 
vnto the ſinewes, the li- 
uer vnto the veines, and 
che heart vnto the arte- 
ries, that very ſame is 
the louc of God vnto 
humane friendſhippes 
chat is to ſay, they are 


This divine louc not be- 
ingtherein, friendſhips 
are no friendſhips, but a 
conſpiration; an accord 
83. or 
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or agreemer to diſagree 
with God: friendſhips 
gronded vpon pleaſure 
or vpon gaine, which 
ceaſe vvhen pleaſures 
lceſerheirtaſte through 
age, or when prohre di- 
miniſheth, or 1s nor c- 
qually diſtributed: bur 
friendſhipsgroaided vp- 
ontheloueof God, are 
firme, becauſe they are 
grounded vpon a ſure 
foiidarion. VV hich loue 
o42hr (o far to aduance 
ieſelfe, rhat forthe lone 
of God wee ought not 


onelic ro lone our 


friends, bur euen ourc- 


nemies, becauſe God 


—  —- I—— — —<———— 


— 
* 


It | wil-| 


cauſe thar amogſt theſe 
enmirics, fome marks 
of Gods image doc yer 


**[appeare ; becauſe they 


arcasit were roddes in 
Gods hand for our a- 
mendment , & inforce- 
ments vnrto his feare, 


The fourth degree of the 
lone of God. 


Ecarenot yer at 
the higheſt. For 
wee mult come cuen i@ 
che hating of our ſclues 
for theloue of God. For 
cuen as there is not in 


man , any loge more: 


E4 ſtrong 


| OF GOD. | 
| willeth ir. Math. 5. Be- 


To hate 
0n's owne 
ſelfe ſor the 
loue of 
God, 
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ſtrong or more narurall |? 
chen. the loue of our || 


ſelucs : ſo1s ic that ſame 
| which moſtreſiſtethrhe 
loueof God, and which 
is moſt vncaly co be (ur- 
mounted. T hat which 
che ſhirtis in our cloa- 
thing, the ſame is the 
loue of our (elaes in our 
affeions , to wit, that 
which is laſt pur off. 
There weeare to hghta 
greatcombat: icisasit 
were Sachans laſt in- 
trenchment,fro whence 
hce is vnealily drigen a- 
way. Yet nonecan loue 
God as he ought, vvho 
hateth not his owne na- 


cure ; 
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| 


rure; whois notgrieued 
|| arhisowne delires, and 


maketh not morral war 


! | againſt the, being deſt- 


rous to finiſh this cobar 
by dearch, and robe dil- 
ſolucd,rhar he mighr.be 
with God: readie tobe 
prodigall of his blood, 
that hee may be [p: aring 
of Gods glory : waxing 
wearie of this bodie of 
ours,as ofa mouing pri- 
ſon or portable ſepul- 
cher. Like vato him that 
being inprif#n, looketh 
throughthe grares,dcf1- 
ring hisliberty:lolooke 
you not toget eur atthe 
doore, you ſhall onely 
Ec - an 


em 
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Like 9, 
Cr 14+ 


gerour through the ru- | | 
ines thereof, by the de- 
| ſtruQtioof this body: as | 
whe thepriſon ſinketh, 
& rhe priloncr eſcapeth 
at ſome breach thereof. | 
Hee which ſhall haue 


moſt made warre with 
himſelfe, ſhall have rhe 
more peace with God: 
hee which ſhal not hauc 
pardoned himſelfe, God 
ſhall pardon him: hee 
which ſhall have deſpi- 
ſed, yea hated his owne 
life, he ſhallMueir. 

Here isthe fourth de- 
gree or ſtepof loue,and 
the. higheſt that-man 


car reach vnto in-this 
life. | 


OF GOD. 
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life. It was this degree of 
| lone; which made the 
1 Apoſtleto cry out: Alas 
miſerable ma that 1am 
; who ſhal del:uer me from 
the body of this aeatb? It 
was this degrce of loue 
| which» caulcd  Dauid, 
hauing a ſcepter in his 
hand, being vanquitſher 
of hisenemics, & filled 
withearthly riches and 
honor, toacknowledge 
himſclfe but a ſtranger 
& wayfaring man vpon 
| earth. [1 degree of 
- | lone wIMM hach ſuſtai- 
' | ned Martyrs inthcirtor + 
ments, the heatwherof 
hath bcene hoter then 
the | 
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the heat of the fire ; can 
you think that they had 
cheir muſcles of ſteele, 
or bodies vncapable of 
rorment & paine? 1t 1s 
not ſo. But as the heate 
of afeauer drics vp out- 
wardvicers, anda lcſſer 
heateis ſurmountcd by 
a greater: {othe interior 
hear of Gods laue did 
\ſurmount- the - hear of 
the flame, & had more 
ſtrength roſuſtainerhe, 
then pain had power to 
preuaile a them. 
Martyrs, whaygyertues 
doyetvnrothis day. ſu- 
ſaine-our vices; whole 
aſhes doeyer heate our | 
cold-| 
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coldneſle; whoſe bloud 


3B 


doth yet cry, ſpeaking 
both for the truth of the 
Goſpell, andagainſt our 
ſlacknes, who ina lictle 
timeareſofarredegene- 
rarc from their conſtan- 
cie: Surely it they: doc 
nor {erge vs-for an ex- 
ample*, they will ſerue 
vs for a reproach and ' 
condemnation. 

Now to cometo this 
degree of loue,we muſt 
haue a long and hard 


combat: forour fleſh is 


rebellious & mutinous, 
and couetouſnes ſo roo- 
ted therin,thar to pluck 
it vÞ (as witneſleth the 
Son- 


—_— 
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2, Cor.it. 


Gala, 5. 


| times | 


; Son of God himfette) ; | 
| isasif min ſhould cut. 
| offa hand or pluckeour Y 
UN CYC- And Satne Paws! $ 
\ alſo calleth our deſires 

| our members. Notwiths- | | 
| ' tandingGod ſaich, char | |! 
he wil make an end of hes | |; 
worke in our infirmitie: | | 
hee maketh wsto be wic-| | 
torious, but after many| | 
fals. Ofterimes man be-| | 
ing placeJas ina croſle- | 

way, berween ann nl 
and the fleſh, berweene 
thelove of Eodandthe 
loneof the world, hee 
fceleth contrarie ſagge- 
tions: &K a maruellous | 
combar. How many 


th 
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times commech. it to 
paile, that afcer the lone 
of God hath had che 
vpperhand, & that the 


—, 


Ji faichfulharhreſoluedro 


be good, by and by his : 


| deſires doc reaſſemble| 


cthEiclues, & giueanevy | 
aſſault vnto the fearc of | 
God? Thefaichfulbeing 
thusaſſailed,ceither with 
(ome appetite of. rc- 
nenge,ofrapine, orluſt, 
ſhall feele this lone of 
God ſpeaking hus vnto 
kimin his heart: Miſe- 
rable man, whither go- 
eſtthou ? doth not God 
(cethis? deſpiſeſt thou 
histhreatnings?rcieteſt 

thou | 


| THE LOVE | 


| thou his promiſes? for-| | 
| getteſt thou thy vocati-' } 
on?Wherfore wouldeſt: | 
thougricucthe Spiricof 
God? wherefore woul- 
deſt thou bring « ſcan-| 
da!l vpon his Church?! 
Whereare thepromiles 
which thou haſt made 
him?where is thy mind- | 
fulnefſeofhis benefits ? 
Is this the way to the 
kingdome of heauen? 
Art thou aſſured that|. 
being fallen, thou ſhalt} 
riſeagaine? For a little] | 
pleaſure mingled with |- | 
bitterneſſe., vvilt chow. | 
trouble thepeaceof thy | } 
con(cience? For a little| | 


| pot-| 
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portage of herbes , wilt 
thou neglect thy birth- 
right? Actheſe{uggeſti- 
ons the faithfulllwil ſtay 
himſelfe,he will figh be- 
fore God;and like Sam- 
ſon, hee will breake the 
bonds of his delires : 
but all is not yet done, 
northis rebellious fleſh 
isnot yet quelled. For 
afrer theſc holy reſoluti- 
ons,we haue for certain 
ſpaces, great dulneſle a- 
gaine. T hen the diucl] 


eſpieth occa(zon, if hee |. 


ſeevsin bad companie, 
if heeſee vs idle, if wee 
hauc diſcontinued prai- 
cr,reading or hearing of 


the | 


© ———_ 
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the word of God, then 
our deſires doe ronzc 
themſelues vp againe; 
then the contrarie ſug- 
geſtionsof the fleſhand 
the ſpirit ſtruggle roge- 
therfor maſtery:which 
maketh the life of the 
fairhfulofrerimesſceme 
bitter, euen toche defi- 
ring of death toend this 
combat. O miſerable 
nature,encmy tot own 
(elfe ! © ingrafred and 
deepe rooted corrupti- 
on!0 mucinous {carton 
which wouldſt bring vs 
back inco Egypt: which 
after our coming out of 


Sodom; makeſt vs look 
| back 


s 
. 
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Lots witez & makelt vs 
lorh to lcane the euill 
wearccometrom.Cor- 
ruptis which croublerh 
our beſtactions by bad 
ſuggeſtions , and be- 
(ſmearcth them vvith 


ſuggeſtech vnto vs, that 
there is yettime inough 


henſions of gods wort, 
it perſwadeth vs thatir 
is ſpoken vnroothers. It 
we thinke ot heanen, it 
ſairh,we ſhal come time 


thin- 


backe againe, like vnto | 


_—_—_—— 


ſomeeuill. IEwee thrmk | 
vpon death, our fleſh | 


enough thirher, If thou | 


|| ro thinke thereon, If we 
| | hearc or read the repre- | 
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it will ſoftly ſuggeſt in 
thine ear, What know 1] 


\ [thereof my (elf? If thou 
| wouldeft reprehend thy 
friend for his amend- 
ment, it will draw thee 
| byacruclreſpe&,name- 
ly, for feare of offending 
him.Each good affeis 
hathas it weretwocates 


likea por, by which the 


hold to hinder the exc- 
cution thereof. 
Hcerethen wee muſt 
carefully haue recourſe 
ro Gods aſsiſtance, and 


imicate Rebecca, who 
had 


thinkeſt to giue almes, 


that T ſhal havenoneed 


fleſh and the world take | 


OO ISS 
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er when two children 
ſrouein her wombe: a 
moſt expreſle hgure of 
thele two men which 
are incuery fairhfulper- 
ſonzthe one which is the 
old, the other which is 
che new man; i one 
our corrupted nature, 
the otherthe regencrate 
ſpirit, which doe couer 
one againſt another, as 
ſaich che ApoſtleS. Paul. 
Wherforc alſo” Godan- 
[wered Rebecea , The el- 
dey ſhal ſerne the yonger. 
For the old man muſt 
be ſubieted vnrto the 
new, vntill hee be fullie 


ran- 
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had recourſe vnto prai- 


Gal.5.17. 
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How the 
Saints in 
vlory doe 
loye God. 


- | which isthe loue wher: 


| Weknow in part, now Well 
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@—— 


| ranked in due obcdi- 
' ence vnto God, 


| 


———_ 


| The fift degree of the 
lauc of God. 


Here remaineth || 
now the laſt and! 
chickſ degree or ſep, || 


| with we ſhall loue God 
in the gloric ccleſtiall.|| 
For wee louc things ac- 
cording as vvee know ||| | 
them. VVe ſhalcherfore|Þ | 
| loue God much morc|Þix | 
| then, becauſe wee ſhall || 
| much better know him. 
Now(faiththe Apoſile)|| 
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ſee as ina glas 0bſcurety; 
but then we ſhall [ee face 
to face, Ouriouc which 
ſceth from a farre off, 
ind which is diſtra&ted 
by diuers obictts, ſhall 
then ſee neere at hand, 
and ſhal wholy be fixed 
vpon God. Anda$ when 


rivers COme t0 encoun- 
ter one another, they 
make a marucllous in- 


our {clues and the loue 
of God, are like two 
ſtreames which .ncucr 
toync themlelues roge- 


| | ther on carth , but ſhall 


mcetcein heauen. VVhar 


PO PIER 


rwogreat high ſwelling | 


undation: ſo theloue of 


| 


then 


AB 


then ſhall the vehemen-|# 
cie be of both thele af |! 


1Job.z, 


| ther, and 1oyned im one 


| $.10bn) wee ſhall be like 


| 


| whic 
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fetions, whenthey ſhal 
be mingled both roge- 


louc? For then in louin? 
God, wee ſha'l lone our 
ſelues, becauſe God ſhall 
awell in vs, and becauſe 
that (faich the Apoſtle 


vnto him. Neither are 
we to doubt, but that 
the Angels and Saints 
doeloue themſelnes ar- 
decently, bur withaloue 
diftillech from 
| theloue of God.O hap- 
pie and admirable louc 
of. ones iclfe, which 1s 


' mingled| 
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chartime: &lervs loue 
-nothing in our (clues 


face, (for loue is kind- 


fi ot 6GoD. 
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mingled with the loue 
of God! Let vs forbeare 
to loue our lelues vntill 


but what doth prepare 
vsand entertain vs with 
the hope of this loue. 
But becauſe this loue, 
wich which we ſhalloue 
God inParadiſe, doth 
grow from the view & 
contemplation of his 


led by the fight) let vs 
learne vvhar ſight chis 
ſhal be, that ſhall cauſe 
this ourloue, Our bodli- 
ly etes ſee things by two 
meanes, cicher by recei- 
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uving their images; for | 
lo welſce the bodics cx-| 


poſed roour viewzor by || 
receiving into our eyes || 
therhing it lelfe vvhich 
wee lee :to wee fee the ||: 
light, which wee ſee in 
ſach fort asthatir cntc- 


reth cuenintoour yes. 


Now God vvho is the 
chiefelt of lights, will 


make our ſoules to ſce]} 
him in heauen in this|| 
latter faſhion. Foy þee|| 


dwelleth in his Saints,& 
i in the all in all. But in 
this life he cauſeth him- 
(elfero be ſcene by 1ma- 
ges,that is, by the con- 
remplati6 of his works, 
: in 


fl 
If 
' 


'2 


: 
is 
| | 
if 
|f 


| 


ut —r_—_—_— 


| t 


: ? 


| q printeda picture (as 1t 
7 his vercue. Therfore we 


[f 


\|]3 we ſee it not but by the 
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Jin vvhich hee hath im- 


z werc) of himlſclfe , and 
{the cxpreſſe matkes of 


ſhalchen ſce our God in 
| ſuch ſfortas we now lee 
the light: but that now 


windowes ofthe body, 
I chat is, by the eyes: for 
then wee ſhall receiue 


{ chroughoutallourparrs | 
| che lightof God, which 


| ſhallenlighten vs on all 
lides with the beames 
of his holineſle. Euen 
as if a man were all eye 
throughout, & ſhould 
receive light in himſelfc 


yon 
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on all f1des. 

This ſame {tght of! 
God, will make vs like| 
vnro God, as Saint /ohn 


faich, We ſbal be like wnto| I 
him, for wee ſhal ſee him |. 


ale. Forasa looking- 
glafſe cannot bee expo- 
ſed ro the Sunne bur it 
wil ſhine like the ſame: 
ſo'God receiueth none 


"© a a6. 


rocontemplare his face, 
but hec rransformeth) 
them into his own like-! 
neſle,by the irradiation} 
of his lightand perfedt| 
on. AndasGod i is cha} 
ritie andloue itlelfe, as} 
theſame Apoſtle -reach| 
eth; it is neceſſary chatk 


the] 
"I, 


© 
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the creature beeing by 


this view made like vn- 
tro God,ſhould allo bee 
ſeized with this louc, & 
enflamed with chis ſpi- 
ricuall fire: A fire which 
hath giden name vnto 
the Scraphins, ſo called 
becauſe of their ardour, 
which is nothing elle 
burtheloueof God, the 
fcruour of their zeale,& 
cheirreadines todo him 
(eruice. 
Herenecefſarily muſt 
end theſe degrees or 
ſteppes of loue, and our 


mediration can mount 


no higher: ir is the laſt 
ſteppe of 7acobs ladder, 
Fa 


eh 
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by which we mount vp; 
vnto God. 


CHAD. 111. 


| of the marks and effect; 
of the loue of 
_ Gold. 


| W- all make pro- 

felsion: to, louc 
| God, bur few loue him 
ſeriouſly. By this profel-|| 
Hon wedeceiue me, yea} 
wee decciue our ſelues, | 
bur canot deceiue God. | 
VVherforec ic is neccla-|} 
rie to bring hither rhe | 
rouchſtone, rodiſcerne! h 
{che true-and pure"loue|F 
of God from the _ 
in 


MORT Inman; He WO * 


OF GOD. 


—_— 


4nd of baſe allay. 

As there are hue de. 
grees of true loue, ſoare 
there allo fiuc marks to 
diſcerncir. 

t The firſt mark of 
thetrucloueof God, is, 
that it quentheth all vn- 
chaſt lones. 

2 The ſecond mark 
&effe of this love, is, 
that it bringeth peace © 
tranquillity to the mind. 


3 The thirdis, cha- | 


ritie towards 0tr neigh- 
bours. 


pleaſure tocommunicate 
oftenwith God. 

5 The fifr is, the zrale 
F 4 of 


| 
4 The fourth is,the 
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of of the glory of 204, which 


reioxceth or ſorroweth 
according a5 God & ho- 


| nored or diſhonored. 


Whoſloeuer feeleth in 
 himſelfe thele effets, 
may aſſure himſelferhar 


hee loueth God vvith a 


true affetion, yea al- 
though that ſome cold- 
neſſe chance amongſt 


| this holy ardour, and 


thac the loueof himlelfe 


be mingled withall ; year! 
this louefor being weak! | 


ontending vnto perte- 
Con. Let vs run over 


againe each one of thele| | 


marks, | 3 


; 
I 
[ 


| ſhall nor ler ro be true, | | j 
prouided,it do daily go| þ 


7 
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OF GOD. 


markes, that wee may 
knowe them more per- 
teatly. 


The firſt marke of God's 


loxeL, 


Hereare threcſorts 

of loue : the one 
whereof, is euer good: 
theother iscucrbad:the 
third, good of his owne 
nature, buraccidentall 
bad becauſe of our bad 
diſpoſition. That which 
isalwaycs good , is the 
loueof God, in which 


itis impoſsiblc to ſinne | 
through exceſle : and in | 


this point it is good to 


F let] 


DO 


That vn- 
chaf# loues 
mult beex- 


tinguiſhed. | 


ſer {lipthe reanes of our 
deltres. T he meaſure of 
louing God, is to loue 
him vvichourt meaſure, 
The loue which is al-| 
waies bad, is theloue of 
murder, of theft, and of 
vnchaſte pleaſures, &c. 
| The loue which beeing 
good of it ovvne na- 
ture, becommetheuill 
by accident, is the loue 
of meate, of drinke, of 


rally good and neceſſa- 
rie, but which we make 
to-be bad by excefleand 
intemPperance. 

| Theloueof God doth 


— ” — 
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eale, orrecreation; ap-|| 
petites which are.natu-| | 


dil] 
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diverſly behaue ir (clfe 


rowards the other two 


ſorts of loue. For itrank- 
cth the latcr withinche 
limits of mediocritic,& 
reacheth vs ro fatisfic 
our neceſsiry,& not our 
cariolity.It reicterhall 
farre-ferched delicates, 


| beeing the diſtaſte of a 


roud ſtomake, which 


awakenerth ir ſclfe vvirh | 


artificiall meanes : tca- 
ching vs co nouriſh-rhis 
body,ſothatir may not 
be a hinderance to the 
ſoule: ro vvatch and be 
ſober leſt we enter imto 
temptation. As for the 
ſecond loue, it can inno 

wilc 


— 
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weearenot to leeke for 


can bea fornicator,an a- 


ſtrength of Gods louc 
of our hearts vnchaſte 


che mindes of world]! 
- men a fire-brand of fil- 


wile remaine with the 
loue of God : bur the 
fecarc of God doth who- 
ly cutit off, becauſe that 
ina thing entircly bad, 


any mediocritie. None 


dulterer, ora murderer 
by mealurc;forcheleaſt 
inclination vnto theſe 
chinges is ſtnne againſt 


God. 
But aboue all, the 


is ſhewncinrooting our 


{oue, which kindleth in 


thy | | 


— 


OF GOD. 


thy delires, which defile 
our ſoules with a thou- 
land beaftly choughts, 
& imporrunate; which 
of our bodies dedicated 
to bee temples of God, 
makean infe&tious bro- 
chell, and (as ſaith Saint 
Paul) of the members 
of Chriſt do makethem 
the mEbers of a harlot. 
Plealures whichweaken 
the body, coole the ſpi- 
ric, and abate courage, 
whichafrerche ſtrength 
isconlumed, leaue yera 
deſire, Infamous plea- 
ſures, which place men 
beneath beaſtes 3; of 
which, man inthis point 


Am. 


ought | 
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| 
ought to learne the ſaws | 


| 


of cominencie and ſo-! 


| brietie. Trairerous plea- 


ſures, which embr: Ice 


4 man roſtrangle him; | 


dally wich him on the | 
lappe of delight,as Dal:- 
lab,play'd with Samſon, | 
chat they may decliuer 
him, not cothe Philiſti- 
ans, but vntothe diuell; 

who hauing poaked our q 
the {inners cyes, often- | 
times lead himthis way | 
vato the temple of che 
doll. Yerasif this were 
notenough , man hach 
choſen, our a painefull| 
way vmto his plealures; | 


they are not. ——_ 
I! 
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| 


EE 


if notrroubleſome. T he 


ſtollen waters arc {wee- 
ceſt,ſaich Salomon ; and 
the malice of man (up- 
poſerhall other entries 
better then che legici- 
mate. 

Theloucof Goden- 
ring intothe ſpiricofa- 
ny one for to purge it, 
doth preſently void out 
chis filch, and ſmorhe- 
rethvp this love by his 
greater force:which tea 
cherh vsto louein our 
neighbors , nor cheyr 
bodily beauty, but cheir 
ſoules ornaments. This 
holy loue khauing for his 
obieCt the chicte of (pi- 


Whet 1 


true beauty. 
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ly in men their ſpiricuall | | 
beautie,a beauty which | 
coliſterhinthe imageof | 
God :animage, whoſe 
principal lineamentsare i 
juſtice and holinefle, 
A beautie which is not 
ſuperficialas tharof che 
bodic , which hideth 
within it ſelfe blond, 
brain,and things which 
one may not behold 
without horrorbur it ts 
a beautie which exten- 
deth it ſelf vnto the bot- 
rome,asthe beautie ofa 
diamond,or of thelighr 
it ſelfe. The beautic of 
the body,isbura flower 
which 


ris, loueth conſequent-| | 


| 


| 


— 
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| | whichis withered with 
| | | age: but the beaurte of 
| F | che ſoule is not ſabie& 
| vatotime; and vyhich 


is more, the wrinkles 
which it hath, are done 
out with time, Many 
women mighr haue bin 
more happy if they had 
been leſſe beautifull; for 
their beauty hath plen- 
tifully afflited them : 
but ſpiricuall beaurie is 
alwayes accompanied 
with Gods bleſsing.Be- 
lides , conlider atren- 
tively the faireſt viſage 
of the world, and you 
wil becom neuera whir 
the more faire your ſelf, 

bur 
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bur fhal rather ſeems the 
fouler becing necre it. 
But carefully to con- 
template a ſoule which 
God hath embelliſhed 
with vertuc, wil make 
[you become vertuous, 
and will forme you ac- 
| cording to his example. 
Carnall eyes perceiue 
not this beautie, and 
plealure- knoweth not 
whar itts.For, asa hor(c 
louing amare, thinketh 
that in the world there 
15 no other bcaurie : {0 
the carnall and ({cnluali 
man, thinketh there is 
no other beautie but 


| that which throughthe 
ſight | 


1 


\ T3 


$— 


| ral beaurie,(ceth theves | 


| beauty 1s ofrentimes 


| his opprobrious hand- 
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ſight toucheth his de- 
fires. But the view of 
the faichfull pierceth 
 furcher; and oftentimes 
cleanc through a corpo- 


rie image of the diuell, 
Cotrariwiſe,theinward 


vnder an exterior foule- 
nefle: as that ofa ſlub- 
bered diamond ; & thar 
of Telus Chriſt during 


ling; wherof E/ay in the 
5 3.cha. ſatch, tharthere 
was. not in him either 
form? or bcaurie: and 
yer inthe 4 5.Plalme,he 
is called the moſt faire 


amongſt 
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amongſt the ſonnes of | | 
men. As the beautie of | | 
che Church, whereof it | | 
is ſaid in the firſt of 
Cancicles, that ſhee is 
browne, and yet fairc; 
 beeing blacke withour, 
and burnt with affliQi- 
ons, vvhich. notwith- 
ſtanding blot not out 
her inward bcautie. 

T herforethat women 
curious of their beauty, 
may rather ſtudie to a- 
dorne themſclues in- 
wardly,as it is ſaidin the 
45.Plalme, The Kings 
daughter ts full of glorie 
within : Let them take | 
heed leſtin decking artt- 
ficially 


| 


— 
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ms 


ficially their bodics, 


they become a ſnare of 
delires,aninſtrumentin 


the diucls hand, A ſoul- | fr 
dier hauing a (wordthar 


hath ſurely (crued him 


in many combats, vvill 


becarctull tro ſcowre & 
poliſh it : and doc wee 
maruell if the-woman 


Traving ſeruedSathanto 


oucerthrow Adam, bee 
carefully decked & em- 
belliſhed by him ; and 
that women are ſocuri- 
ous in ornaments, by 
the ſuggcſtion ofthe di- 

vell? 
Burt wee whom God 
hatch honored with his 
know- 
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I knowledge, totheend|} 
' we mighr bee inflamed | | 
| with thisloue,ler vsſhut 
our cyesto theſe allure- 
ments , poſleſsing (as 
ſaith S. Paul ) our vel- 
{cls in holineſſe:abſtaine 
your ſelues nor onely 
from euil, butalſo from 
all appearance and Qc- 
caltons of cuill. Eſchue 
idlenefle, for itis the pil- 
low of vices. Let Satan, 
coming to aſlaile you, 
find you cuer occupied. 
Flie bad companie , fil- 
thy talk,books of loue 
for they arcfire-brands 
of luſt, the hookes and 
| baits ofthediuell. None 
cometh | 


o»— Q_A.] | 
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cometh ro doe cull bur 
by theleacceſlarics: yea 


[| the cuill is alrcadic in 
| chele acceſſaries. Many 
| will ſay, that they are 


chaſt of body, bur their 
eyes, their cares, and 
their thoughts are cul- 
pablcofluft. Yer Chriſt 
ſaith, chathee who loo- 
kethon his neighbours 
wife to luſt afrer her, 
hath already comitted 
adulcery.Thebeſt com- 
pany and the beſt bu(t- 
nesrodiuert our minds 
from this euill, is the 
carefull reading of the 
| word of God ioyned 
vnto prayer, Saint Au- 


guſtine 


EY 


| 
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| 


guſtine in the 8, booke 


of his Confeſsions, cap. | 
$8.& 12.ſaith,that when | 
hee was vpon termes of || 
rendering himlſelte a|} 
Chriſtian, that vvhich 
moſt croubled him,was, || 
that hee muſt leaue his||/ 
fornication ; and that in || 
this combatful anguiſh, 
hee withdrew himſelte 


into a garden, vvhere 


twice he heard the voice 
of a child,as it were, co || 
ming from the houlcs 
hard by, ſaying, Take 
| and read. At this voice 


| | hee tooke the booke of 


| 
| 


the Epiſtles of S. Panl, 


' and chanced at the firſt 


opening! 


l: 
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pr ti 


opening of the booke, 
| on this rext of the 13. 


l | chapter to the Romans, 


\ 


| 


| | 


| 


1 


where he ſaith; Les vs 
 walke honeſtlie as in the 
day time,not in riot and 
drigkenneſs not in cham- 


| | bering and wantonneſſe, 


neither in firife or ewvy; 
but pat yee on the Lord 
leſus Chriſt, and have no 


care of the fleſh to fulfill 


| | the lus thereof. T here 


wasenough forhim : & 
thereupon, were it that 
this voyce came from 
God, or thatirchanced 
by other meanes, here- 
ſolued to follovy the 
counſell ofthe Apoſtle, 


| 
| 


Ly R 


—_— 


G whoſ 


— — ” —— ——— 


| THE LOVE 


| Peace and 
tranquillity 
of the ſoule. 


| cares, [weetneth affliQi- 
| ons. For whateuill ſoc- 


who without looking 
forany reuelation ther- 
vpon, doth ſafficiently 
manifeſt vntovsthe wil 
of GOD touching the 
laying off of thelc de- 


fires. 


The ſecond marke of the 
lone of God, 


His ſamelouebrin- 

A opethforth another 
efte&, by whichir is to 
be knowne,, to wit, the 
peace and tranquilliric 
of the ſoule : it chaſerh 


away feares, aſſwageth 


uecr 


at. 


I es 
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|uer happeneth him who 
 loueth God, hewilcuer 
remember the ſentence 
of the Apoſtle, Rom.$. 
That all things turne to 


he 


OF GOD. 
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the be#t for them which 
love God. Euecn their 
croſles bec6c bleſsings: 
their bodily pouerty isa 
ſpirituall diet vnto the 3 
their baniſhments reach 
thecoleaue the world : 
their ſequeſtring-from 
honorsis theirapproch 
vnto God: their ene- 
mies arc their Phyliti- 
ons,cauſing them to be 
waric , and to live in 
Gods feare. Their cor-| 
poralldiſcaſes are ſpiri- 


_— 


G2 tual 
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bringing foorth, by 
which the (oule is deli- 
uered ofthe body,asof 
herlaſt after-birth; and 
] cometh forth of a darke 
den, toenter into Gods 
light. The paſſage tho- 
rough afflitions , re- 
lembleth chepaſlſage of 
the red ſea: for the wic- 
ked are ouerwhelmed 
therein ,. they are vnto 
| them foreriiners of di- 


and Gods people finde 
that way a paſſage vnto 
the Landof promile, 

* This very ſame louc 
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tuall cares: death is an | || 
entrie into life, and a| k 


' nation; but the faithfull| | 


of 
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of God, will luggeſt vn- 
ro the faichfull this 
thought: Secing tharl 
loue God, it is certaine 
that he louerh me. For 
S. lohnſaich,that we loue 
him becauſe hee loued vs 
firft. For I had notna- 
carally in me any incli- 
nation to loue him; bur 
it was hee who loving 
me,framed my hearttro 
loue him. Now if God 
loue mce, hee intendeth 
' my go0d;and he can do 
all chac he will, nothing 
hapneth bur according 


then permit thatany e- 
uill happen me; he will 


wo his will, Hee will not | 


| 
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curne my eullls vnto | | 
good for my laluation : 
he will leade mce there- 
vato, through a waie| | 
chornie vaco fleſh, buc 
healchfull co my ſoule.| | 
Briefly,theloue of God | | 


 excluderh feares, and is 
che prop of our aſlu- 
| rance, as {aich the Apo- 


{tle Saint 10bn : There s 
no fearein charitie, but 
perfett charitie driueth | | 
forth feare. This laine 
foue ſweerneth afflicti- 
ons, and maketh oar 
Lords yoake calic and 
tolerable. For you (hail 
ſee by experience, that 
in a houſe where loue 
is 


—_—_ — nr Content. ei EI IB 
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is great berweene the 
husband and the wife, 
they paſſe the bad time 
ouer with content, and 
haue mucual conſolatio 
one of another : yea, to 
haue a faithfull friend, 
inrowhole bolome you 
may ſhed your teares, 
and poure forth your 
complaints, doth briag 
4 man much eaſe, al- 
though ic bring no re- 
medy.How muchmore 
(hall che fairhfull ſoule 
hind & feelc in the loue 
of his God ? of God; 


who not onely know-| 
eth our euils, counteth | 


our {tghes,laierch vp our 
G4 teares 
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ccares in his veſſels ; but 
whocan and will reme- 
diechem:and notonecly 
remedy chem,bur curne 
chem to good;eiuing vs 
in our afflictions, not 


toycing. Sothefairhfull 


' Let the waters of the [ca 


| riſung of his wawes:in the 
| meane time the brooks of 
\the river ſball reionce the 
city of god. [hele rroble- 
ſome watcrsarethe peo- 
ple bandedagainſt God, 
as is expounded in the 
Apo- 


onely occaſion to ſuffer, | | 
bur cuen matter of re- || 


ſpeak inthe 46. Plalme: | 


make 4 noiſe, and let the | 
mountaines ſhake by the | 
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Apocalypſe, chap. 17. 
Thele-brooks which in 
che meane time doe re- 
toyce the holy cirie, are 
| the inſtruios of Gods 
word , whole voyce is 
our conſolacion. For in 


full will curne aſide his 
eyes from his enemies, 


is thou thar haſt done it; 


atthy hand; make this 
proue healchfull vnto 
me, & permir not that 


G5 {wal 


and from al ſecond cau- | 
ſes,and wil ſay : Lord,it | 


—_— 


hisafflitions the faich- | 


I recciue this afflition | 


I ener cometo-murmur | 
againſt chec, or to kicke | 
againſt the prick, VWec | 
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130 | 
- F(wallow with the better 


reſolution a bitter poti- 
on,whenir is preſented 
vs by a friendly hand, 

whoſe ignorace or fall 
hood we fearenot, Ve 
find all theſe things in 
God, who. moreouer 
maketh venomes them- 
ſelues ro prooue good 
medicines. 

Sotheloue of GOD 
154 retraite and ſhelter 
againſt all anguiſh :1t is 
the grofid of true peace; 
itis the prop of our al- 


{{urance, which cauſech 


vstodeſpile the threat- 
nings of men; to looke 
on the enterpriſes of 


great 
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oreat men, and the ri- 
{ingsof people with dil- 
daine; which cauſeth vs 
to find caſe on the rack, 
and to looke on deaths 
face withaſſurance, and 
take off his maske to ſee 
leſus Chriſt, which co- 
meth vnrto vs vnderthar 
ſhew:which maketh the 
faithful ro ſtand vprighr 
inthemiddeſtoftheru- 
ines of his country. This 
holy loue made S. Paul 
to ſay,Rom.8.1f God be 
withwvs, who ſhall be 4- 
gainſt v5? He which hath 
not ſpared his owne Son, 
but delizerd him onerfor 
vs, how ſhall not hee giue 
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| THE LOVE | 


vs all things with him? 
Lervs likewiſc lay, He| | 
that laieth vpourteares, | {| 
 witnot he gather vpour 
prayers? Hee, withour | 
 whoſeprouidecea ſpare 
| row lighteth not on the 
ground, wold he permit 
char our ſoules thould | 
fall inco hell forlacke of 
caring for them? Hee | 
who excendeth his care | 
rogather vp our ceares, | 
! caqorrs our haires, | 

ow much more care | 
will hee. haue of our 
ſoules , for which his | 
Sonne hath died? T his 
ſame loue made Daxid 
ſay,Plal. 2 3.Enen whe 1| 
| | ſhould 


—w— = i tc. Ms. 
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| ſhould walke in the way 
| | of the [badow of death, 1 


would fear none euil,for 
and ftaffe do cofort mee. 


whar difference there is 
betweene loning God 
and men. Let vs not 
ſpeake of the weaknellc 

of our friends rodeliuer 
| | vs, theirlictleconſtancie 
in their loue, nor of che 
| | cruell ofhciouſneſſe of 
ſome friends, who de- 
| | (ire to {ee their friends 
in trouble, to makethe 
beholding vnto them 
for ſuccouring them. 
Bur let vs take that 


f% 


thou art withmethyrod | 


Hecreby we may iudge | 


which | 


— 


Lowe u 4 
| | thiny ful of 
| [ | care and 


feare, 
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which is beſt and hone- 
ſteſt in. our friendſhips. 
I ay then, if there be a- 
ny one who loucth a| 
douzen perſons faith- 
fully, hee muſtchen ne- 
ceſſarily bee miſerable: 
forit isa very likely mat 
cer,that one of a douzen 
perſons willeuer bec in 
trouble, or {icke,or af- 
fitted. If then a man 
ſhall according to the 
lawes of friendſhip par- 
ticipareof his friends af- 
fictions, ſhal he not by 
hauing many friends be 
in perperuall ,miſcrie? 
Andifany oneof them 


beablent, it hs 
ot | 


, 
$\ 
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| | 4 | 
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| of continuall apprehen- 
-| ſion.-Sothat many arc 
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of opinion, that to be 
obdurate, and without 
compalston, 1s commo- 
dious. Faithfull friend- 
ſhips are kindes of ſick- 
neſles ingenious to 
feare, and which from 
divers parts draw vnto 
themſelues griefe and 
compalſsion. The louc 
of God hath none of 
theſe incommodirics: 
for wee loue him. for 
whom we can be in no 
feare, and who puts vs 
out of all feare for our 
ſelues, and -warranterch 
vsfrom all euill. | 


Now | 


pn II 
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Now if the louc of 
God belofull of reſt, in 
compariſon ofthe moſt | | 
faichful & honeſfriend- 
ſhips amongſt me; how 
much more then | in 
compariſon of vahoneſt | 
loucs, which torture the 
conſcience, which hide 
chem(clues for ſhame; 
where ſpending,riot,ic- 
louſie, lyings in waite, 
& alterationof humors, 
rorment the mind with 
a perpetual vnquietnes? 


The third marke of the 
lowe of God, 

TN the chirdplace,the 
4 loue of God is mant- 
| : feſted| 
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felted by rhe loue of 
ones ncighbor. Ir is1m- 
polsible to louc God,& 
hatC his image; to loue 


lelus Chriſt, whois the | 
head, & hateour neigh-| 
bors who are his mem- | 


bers: it wereas ifa man 
kiſsing another ſhould 
cread on his roes;things 


 vnſufferable:as ſaich che 


Apoſtle S. 1ohn : He who 
ſatth,he loweth God, and 
hateth hu brother , s a 
lier : for who-ſo loweth 


not his brother whom he | 
 ſeeth how ed he loueGod 
whom he bath not ſcene? | 


T har is colay, if he have 


not ſo much as naturall | 


1 


loue, 


1.10h.4.20. 
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cheſupernarural? Wher 
fore, in the ſummaricof 
chelaw expreſlcd in the 
Coſpell, vnto the loue 
of God isadioyned the 
ſoneof our neighbor,as 
a neceſſary conſequent, 


f &an vndoubtedproofe. 


And the Apoſtle. Paul 
ſaich, that All the law & 
accopliſhed in this word 


| alone, Thou ſhalt lone thy 


neighbor as thy ſelf.Not 
that itis enough toloue 
ones neighbour with- 
out louing God; but be- 
cauſe the love of ones 
neighbor doth nccefla- 


rily preſuppole the loue 
— of 


— 
—  — 


loue, how can hee haue | | 


" OF GOD: 


of God. 
Now if wce ought to 
ſoucour neighbours for 
Gods lake, it followerh 
that aboueall we ought 
ro loue' thoſe vvhich 
loue God; folowing the 
commandement of the 
Apoſtle vnto the Gala- 
tians,chap. 6. Let vs doe 
200d unto all but princi- 
pally unto the houſhold 
of faith; with who we 
haue many good things 
incommon: to be roge- 
cher children of one Fa- 
ther, and likewiſe bre- 
thren of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
nouriſhed with theſame 
meate, vvhich is the 
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word: 
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namely the Church: 
trauelters and pilgrims 
cogether,cobatrants for 
one ſelfe ſame caule,cal- 


lied vnto one ſelfeſume 


hope, cohcires of one 
felfeſame kingdom. All 
which are confiderati- 
ons reſembling many 


in one point: for thelc 
are obligations ro louc 
one another, who do al 
of vs meecte in Jeſus 
Chriſt,in whom weare 
all one, becauſe wce are 
one with him. 
Thischariry amongſt 
the fairhful, is extended 
| rwo 


lines which do all mce:t | 


| word: of onc houſhold, | 


W-| 


itt. 


——_— 


OF GOD. | 141 


T ———_ 


the charicable relicuing 
of ouratflited brethre. 
T heotheris, peace and 
concord amongſt our 
ſclucs. 

As touching our bro- 
cherly rcliefe,ir neceſſa- 


| }rily commethfromthe 


loveof God, ass. lohr 
faith : Who-/o ſhall have 
goods in this world, and 
ſee his brother in neceſs1- 
tie, and ſhall ſhut vp his 
compaſsion,how ſball the 
lone ef God dwel in him? 
Alſo), God appointerth 
himlelfe a rewarder of 
almes,as done vnto him 


ſelf, yeacuen vnroa cup 
of 


two wayes. Theoneis 


{ES — 


wr 7 


_— << - 


 _m 


7-2 md 


a” =» 


ww E . % ©4 G -_2> — 3 
JA. OR — _ 
E 
— 4 2 —- 
— 
- wa? > 


= LT—_—_— ons LORE 
: — 
_ A - tf 


_—_— 


% —_— 
0 


s *- 2 


142 |_ 


THE LOVE 
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of cold water, Mar. 1o. 
To Line vnto the poore ts 
to lend out money for v- 
ſarie vntoGoa.Pro.19. 
Ofall that wee poſleſle, 
wee ſhall ſave nothing 
but that which we ſhall 
hauec thus giuen.By this 
meanes ( ſayth Ieſus 
Chriſt in Luke 16) Wee 
make our ſelues friends, 
which ſhatreceiuevs into 
the enerlaiting taberya- 
cles.Thou fearſtto leele 
thy money by giuing it; 
and yet thebeſtowing it 
inalmes, is the mecanes | 
| rokeepir. Thoufeareſt | 
toleele thy mony by gi- 
uing it, and feareſt not 
tO| 


A 
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colecle thy leltc by kee- 
ping it. Forour goodsa- 
uariciouſly relerued,arc 
not only ſpoilcd, butdo 
alſo ſpoile and corrupt 
our ſpirits. It will be for 
this ſinne, that God wil 
iudgethe wicked at the 
lacer day. Mar. 2 5.The 
wicked rich man, who 
deſptled the poore La- 
24r#5 Crauing a morlel! 
of bread, doth now beg 
of Lazarw a droppe of 
waterto allay his heate. 
An heate begun by the 
rerenti6 of thoſe goods 
which were due to the 
poore : which (as Saint 
lames ſaith) ſball coſume 
| the 
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the fleſh of the rich like 


| | fire: are aatreaſure 
gathered for the again# 
the later day. And iuſt- 
lyarethey ranked with 
murderers. For as there 
are two wayes to put 
out a Lampe ; either 
by blowing ir, or not 
pouring in oilein good 
[time : {o the couctous 
man,ithetakenotaway 
thelifeof the poore by 
killing him ; at leaſt he 
ſuffereth himto wicher 


and drieaway for lacke 
of pouring into him 
 ſomeliberalitie. 

The roote of thisdu- 
by tie, is the love of God, 
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which | 
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which redounds vpon 


alſo, as the louc of God 
isfreeand voluntary ;1o 
allo muſt not our almes 
beforcedor vnawillingly 
done, bur free and vo- 
Juntarie. God loweth 4 
| | cheerful giner, 2.Cor.9. 


 þ | 7. faith the Apoſile S. 


Paal. And to this pur- 
poſe he calleth there in 
that ſame place alme/- 
deeads,a ſerde, A (eede 
which wee caſt in the 
earth, but gather the 
cropin heauen, Seeing 
then wee muſt giuc 
cheerfully, iris hereche 
contrary of that which 


his members : wherfore 
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| ly giucn, androbeſecnc 
| of men, which our Lord 


is/aid in the r26.Plalm: 
Thoſe which ſhal ſowe in 
teares, ſhall reape in ioy 
and triumph, For hee| ff | 
who ſhalſowe this relief] | | 


| with teares, ſhall reape| | | 


with griefe, None ſhall 
reape._ with ioy. in hea- 
acn, if hee haue notioy- 
fully owed vpan earth. 
| An almes giuen'vnwil- 
linglie, doth not onelie 
leeſe all reward, bur allo 
deſerueth nopardon. It 
fareth alike withalmes 
which arc vainglorioul- 


| 


 condemnethin the 6;0t 
Matthew. Allo it fares 


alike | 


|| | by fraudulent meanes 


| | [appeaſe God bygiuing 
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g00ds 11] gotten: Who 
 hauingenriched himlelt 


| | and extortion,thinks to 


part of his robberies in 
alms,gocs abour to cor- 
rupt God withprelents, 
&calhim cotakepart of 
theſpoil. As in the Law, 
God receiued not asan 
oftring, cither the price 
of adog, or the hire of: 
the lercher : ſo in the 
Goſpell, God will that 
almes (which the Apo- 
{tle torhe Hebrews cal- 
lech a ſacrifice ) ſhould 
be of iuſt things , and 


alike with almes done of 


Heb.r3.16 


H 2 got- 
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gotten by labour: that 
he who hath ſtolle, ſteale 
no more,butrather labor 
wvuith his hands , that he 
may hane to pine vnto 
him that hath neede. E- 
| phel.4.Wherfore when 
leſus Chriſtin the 16.0ft 
S. Luke,wil that we giue 
almes of vniuſt riches ; 
hee calleth riches there 
euill, nor becauſe they 
were vniuſtly gorre, but 
becauſe that ordinarilie 
they are inticements & 
baits of iniquitie: other- 
wile hee would ſooner 
haue commanded them 
to bee rendered vnto 
ſuch as they had beene 
| wrong- 
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wrongfully taken from. 

This ſame lone of 
God, produceth peace 
and concord amongſt 
brechren, For it is im- 
po(sible tro loue God, 
without imitating him. 


Now bee s the God of 


peace. Rom. 16. Vee 
muſt therefore be chil- 


dren of peace, in imita- | 


tion of him: foro are 


the faithful called inthe} - 


10.0f Zuke.Torthis pur- 
polſcinthe19.of che firſt 
of Kings, God is repre- 
ſented as not bceing in 
the ſtorme and boiſte- 
rous winde, bur in the 
ſill and quier ſound;be- 
H 3; cauſe 


Agreement 
among bre- 
thre Y, 
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cauſe GOD 1s nor a- 
mongſt confultons and 
quarrels, amoneſt per- 
{ons which eate vÞ one 
another, but amongſt 
thoſe which bear peace 
and vnity.Bur the diuell 
liveth vpondiſcord,and 
is fricnd vnto ſtrife, E- 
uen as men cauſe tvvo 
doggesor two cocks to 
fighrrogether for plea- 


| fure;the lookers on cn- 


couraging them to the 
combat : {o doubt you 
not, but when two men 
fighr together,che diuel 
pricketh them on, and 
raketh pleaſure chereat. 
Let vs take hced leſt be- 

fore 


—— 
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Tfore wee be aware, wee 
make our {clues the di- 
uels bable or paſtime. 
Vee (I fay)that bebro- 
thers, who haue all the 
yyorld on our skirts; 
who by one ſelfe ſame 
combat,do trend ro one 
ſelfe ſame hope: called 
torepaire the breaches 
of Ieruſalem, to build a- 
one the houſe of God 
inthe view & deſpite of 
the divell, Tt is wricten 
inthe 1.0t Kings,chap. 
6. that Salomons cemple 
was builded wichour a- 
ny noyle, there wasnot 
one ftroake of a ham- 
mer heard. Let vs labor 
H 4 In 
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by the way. For what is 


in the worke of God 
without any noiſe, and 
wichout ſtrife, And here 
may & ought co be re- 
membred the aduertile- 
ment which Joſeph gaue 


to his brethren, attheir| Þ |* 
 g0ing out of Egypt, to/| | 


retyrato their facher;he 
ſent them away,and ſaid 
vnto them, Fall not out 


chelifeof a faichful man 
but an i\ſue our of E- 
2ypt,a voyage torecurn 
hometo our facher? Let 
vs not quarrell then on 
the way , let vs liue in 
peace, and the God of 
peace will remaine with 

Vs; 
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vs; whom welhall loue 
the moreardently, whe 
wee are ioyncd in affe- 
ions for toloue him, 


The fourth marke of the 
' dLoneofGod, 


ww Ee preſume that 
ſuch are friends 
vvhom wee ordinarily 
ſee together, Commu- 
nication and familiarity 


arethenurles of friend- 
ſhippe, yea more then 


ſeueritie, withdrawing 
his companie from all; 
whogiuerh wicharefu- 


| Hs fing 


200d turnes.Hee which | 
doth a pleaſure with a| 


þ 


| 


Often com- 
munication 


wit h God. . 
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ſing countenance , like 
one that ſhould fling his 
breadata beggers head, 
vnbindes in binding, 
 &is payed well enough 
if his bencfits be pardo-| | 
ned. Friendſhip alſo re-| | 
quireth , rhar a friend| | 
ſhould in all chings bce 
aduiſcd by his friend, | | 
diſcharge vnco him his 
cares, diſcoucr his ſor- 
rowes, and poureall his 
oriefe into his boſome, 
rotake counſelt of him 
if there be any remedy, 
and to calc himſclfe if 
therebe none. This 1s 
then alſo one of the 
' markes of the loue of 
God, 


OF GOD. 


God, to wit, a frequent 
communication, by the 
which the faithful Chri- 
ftian doth counſell or 


conſolate himſelfe-with 


God. 

For the man which 
louerh God, becing to 
deliberar vp6 any thing 
of importace, doth firſt 
conſult with the oracle 
of Godsmouth,and cn- 
quireth after his wil. As 


for example, vpon the | 
choiſe of religion, he wil | 


not cal the belly tocou- 


ſell;nor worldly hopes; | 


hee wil not imitatethe 
Sheehemites-, which | 
rooke the lealcof Gods 

Fo, COUC- 
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couenant vpon them,to 
haue the ſubſtance and 
cactellofthe children of 
lacob : nor the lewes, 
which.inthe 6.of Saint 
lohn , follow Chriſt to 
hauebread; he will not 
make Ieſus Chriſt ſerue 
him fora purueyor,nor 
religiontro be a mercha- 
dize of the time,or a de- 
pendancie of his dome- 
Ricall affaires. The feare 
of men, ſhame, reſpect, 
worldly honours,coue- 
rouſneſle, like blind and 
traiterous counſellers, 
ſhalnot beadmitted vn- 
tothiscolaſel:bur hewil 
wichdraw him(elfe vnto 


' 
i 


God, | 
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God; & after hauing ar- 
dently craucd his grace, 
he wil rclolue to belieue 
nothing bur what hee 
reacheth vs in his word: 
wherein if chere be any 
difficulie , yer -* that 
whichremainerth clear, 
is ſufficient for our in- 
ſtruction.. Ad hereunto, 
thactif hedemand faich- 
fully,in Icfus Chriſt his 
name, the graceto vn- 
derſtand inough for his 


oromiſerh thatal which 
name,he will giue vs. 


Likewiſe if he be to 
make a match, or chule 


__ 


aluation , Telus Chriſt | 


welſhal ſo demandin his | 


any 


| 


= 
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be heardinherrank,not 


any vocation,he wil hirſt 
counſcll- himiclte wich 
God, that he may chulc: 
that vocation in which. 


he (hal be leaſt lollicited | 


rooffend God, and'in' 


which heſhal have moſt 
meanes to glorihe him. | 
Afﬀcer this conſultation, | 
humane wifedom ma 


45a Miſtris to rule the! 


roſt, bur as a ſeruaunt, | 


who fpeaketh when he| 
is queſtioned : : ſheeſhall | | 
propoud what our for-; 
cesfre,wharthe preſenit | 
necelsitie is, vvhar the 
courſes of che time, and 
the circuſtances'of pla: 
Ces | 
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| himſelfin the 7.ofDeu- 


cesand perſons. Inlike 
lort,ifchere beany que- 
ftion of mariage \, the 
fairhful wil beforcall 0- 
therchings conſult with 
Gods mourh, and will 
heare the Apoſtle Saint 
' Pawl (1. Cor. 7.) com- 
| manding thatirt bedone 
inthe Lord. And God 


reronomie, charging vs 
not to contract mariage 
bur with truc belicuers, 
So /{axe and Jacob were 
maried by che commi- 
dement of their fathers; 
but Eſas took vnto him 
wines of the Genriles, 
which were-a bitterneſs 


— 


| vato. 


Gen.26.35 
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vnto. 1/aacand Rebecca. | 
I paſſeouer the colide- 
ration of the inconuente 
ences which doe ſpring 
therof: forat this time 
wedoeſceke onelyatter | 
the proofes & cffetts of 
the rrue loue of God. 
For if a friend ſhould | 
marry himſelte withour 
comunicating the mat- 
ter vnto his fried;might 
he not cake occaſion ro 
ſay, You doe miſtruſt 
me,and doal your buſt- 
nefle withour ſpeaking 
therof vnto me. Now if 
God hath communica- 
red vnto vsal his colulſel, 
asſlaich S.Paut, Ats 20. 
ſhall! 


” 
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ſhall we make difficulry 
rolet him knowe ours? 
His counlcll ( 1 fay) 
waich ts a bottomletle 
depth of wiſedome, ful 
of wholeſome and holy 
myſteries: on the con- 
craie ,ourcotſels which 
arc burlight things, and 
wherein he will be our 
counſlellerforourgood, 
and which he knowcth 
without our communi- 
cating them. Certainly 
the word of God is our 
200d counſcller , who 
counſclleth vs without 
flatcery , who ruleth vs 
wichoutambiguiry:and 
the Prophet E/ay,cha.g. 
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calleth Tefus Chriſt the 
Connſeller,not only be- 
cauſe hee hath manitfe- 
ted tovs the counſelof 
God inthe Goſpell, but 
becauſe he 1s to counſel] 
vs inour doubts, &re- 

ſoluevs inour delibera- 
tions. 

That which I oy of 
our difficulties, ought 
alſo co be vnderſtood of 
ourſorrowes ; in which 
wee ought ro addrefle 
our {clues ro God, make 
our complaint to him, 
POUrc Our Our teares & 
diſcouer our afflictions 
vnto him witha ſon-like 


— 


—_ 


liberty : and though he 
3 know 
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knowethem well with- 


out chis comunicating, 
yet wil hetherby giue vs 
cale and contentment. 
Take example hereofin 
the Plalmes of Dauid: 
where you hauean ana- 
romic of the thoughts 


of the fairhfull, and 'the 
picture ofa divers agi- 


ration within him. You 
ſhall ſee many Pſalmes, 
asthe6.the22.the 5 1. 


&c. wherein the begin-/|. 


nings are full of feare, & 
theentry ful ofanguith, 
and as it were within 
wo fingers of deſpaire; 
but in the end you ſec 
nothing but ioy andaſ- 
[urance: 


. 
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ſurance : {o that. you 
would thinke that the 
Plalme were compoſed 
by two me of con:rarie 
humors. From whence 
cometh this ſoſuddaine 
change? was ir, that in 
che midſtof his prayer, 
ſome good newes arri- 
ued, which might allay 
his grief? No ſuch mat- 
tcr:;burtthus,that accor- 
ding as hee grew morc 
and more feruent with 
God , his ſfoule riling 
from vnder her burths, 
ſtayed herſelfe vpon his 
promiſes, & came forth 
withpeace &aſſurance. 


VVho is thar faichfull 


Chri- 


| 
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Chriſtia, who hath pra- 
ailed chis cxercile, and 
hath norfeltcaſe? Andif 
anobſtinate penſiuencs, 
which holderh the hand 
ſtillon the wound, ſcize 
on our ſpirits and con- 
ſumerhem,ought it nor 
to beimputed vnto the 
want of comunicating 
with God?for tears ſup- 
preſled procure double 
{mart;and although bur 
vnprofitably ſpent, yer 
dothcy diſcharge vs of 
eriefe, and gine aire vn- 
tothe wound. But bee- 
ing ſpent before God, 
who hath bound him- 
(cite by promiſe, yea 


cucn 
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euen by oath ; norto a- 
| bandon vs, doth bring 
| vs a great conſolation, 

before God(I lay) who 
doth regiſter our rc- 
queſts,yea eucn preuen- 
teeth them, ſo farre forth 
as Dauid ſaith inthe 3 2 
Palme, that God hath 
' pardoned him hisſinne, 
' not onlyafterhispraier, 
| but euenasſooneas hee 
| had any willrocraveir. 
For he. requireth nota- 
| ny praters of vs, becauſe 
' he hath ncedof our (er- 
| uice , but becauſe wee 
| hauenecd of his grace: 
and that according to 
| his iuſtice it cannot be 


glucn 
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giuen to thoſe vvhich 
(hal not daigne rocrauc 
it. As the Sunne draw- 
cthvp vapors from the 
carth,not for it (c]fe,but 
ro render them to the 
earthinrainero moiſten 
&fatten it: {0 God, the 
true Sun of our ſoules, 
draweth frovs our fighs 
and prayers, not for his 
own prohr, but ro make 
chem raine down again 
vpon vsin ſo many ble(- 
ſings. This ſame frequer 
communication vvith 


will teach vsto rurne a- 
| way our cyesfrom men 
which do affli& ys, to- 


wards 


= —. 


God in our atflictions, | 
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wards God who doth 
employ them, that we 
may not be like the an-| 
gry dog , which biterh 
the tone which is caſt 
athim. The man char 
ſhal louc,wil ſay as Da- 
wid when Shemei curſed 
him: Suffer him tocurſe| | 
for the Lord hath bidden 
| him, he Lord proueth 
| me, or correerh mee; 
my (innes fortifie mine 
enemies, &makethem 
| neceſlarie: the ſtroakes 
' of God aremore whol-! 
ſome then the flatteries | þ 
' of the world;/In ourdo- 

meſticke harmes ler vs 
' rake heed of relembling 
ſuch 


— ——=_— - —— —— 
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into phrenſic, doe teare 
all chinges prepared to 
drefle them withal. Yea 


even our: of- afflition, | 


and in full proſperitie, 
what ſweetneſs & plea- 
ſure is there inthis c6- 
munication ? Foraccor- 
ding to the commande- 
ment of our Saviour, 
Mar. 6. the faithfull ſhall 
enter into his cloſet, and 
haning ſhut hs doye,ſball 
pray onto hy father who 
ſeeth him in ſecret , and 
who will reward him 0- 
penly.” T here beeing co- 
uered from the cyes of 
men, hee ſhall diſcouer 
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[ him- | 


— 


s& ©. 


| THE LOVE 


1 himſclfe before GOD 
| wich leſſe diſtraction, & 


more familiaricy. There 
(afcer hauing (poken to 
himſclfe) he will frame 
his owne inditement, & 
condemne himſelf that 
God may pardon him. 
And taking the law as a 
looking-glaſle, hee will 
acknowledge therin the 
(pots of his ſoule, will 
ſecke tocouer them by 
faith, & ro corre them 
by repentance. There 
he wil meditate vpothe 
works of God through- 
out the world, his iudge- 
ments againſt; his ene- 
mies, his benches ro- 

wards 


—— 
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| wards his Church; and 


 particularlic vato him- 
 ſelfe, how GOD hath 
guided him, inſtructed 
him, and brought him 
vato his knowledge. 
How many monarks & 
peoples haue let rhem- 
ſcluesagainſtthechurch 


being weake and con- 
cemptiblein appearace, 
and haue cruſhcd them- 
ſelues thereagainſt : but 
chechurch of God ſub- 
ſiſteth, and ſo ſhall doe 
vnto theend. Yeacuen 
viing a ladder as it were 
in his meditation, hec 
ſhal raiſe himſelfeto the 
contemplation of the 


| 


I 2 works | 


- —_— CT.) LL a z 
r 


—— 


—_— —_—  ——_ 4. 
— 
= 
= 


| THE LOVE 


1) « 
nELSN Amr 


workes of our redemp- 
tion , marking therein 
how God would haue 
the remedies proportio- 
nable vnto checuill.,For, 
becauſe man deliring to 
make himſclfe like vnto 
God, by exalting him- 
ſelfe,isfallen incodeath; 
God hauing made him- 
(elf{ike vnro ma,by aba- 
ſing himſelf, hath reſto- 
red him vntolife. And 
as the woman brought 


death : ſo God would 
that woman; to wir,the 


holy Virgine , ſhould 


life. Andas out of the 


pro- 


vnto man the fruite of 


bring man the fruite of 
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profound fleepe of the 
firſt 4dam, God drew 
him fortha woma,who 
was bone of his bone, 
_ fleſh of his fleſh : ſo 
y the death of the ſe- 
cond Adam (which the 
Scripturecallecha ſleep) 
| Go@hach gorten him a 
Spoule,thac is ro ſlay,his 
Church , which is one 
bodie with him, In chis 
lame meditation he wil 
admire, how in one per- 
ſon, God hath vnired 
himſelf vnto man, ha- 
uing ioyned the author 
of life witha morcal bo- 
die, ſhuccing vþ all his 
ccleſtiall treaſures in a 
t'1 vel- 


—. 
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veficll of earth, to the 
end wee might there 
draw of his fulneſle, 
How by the infirmitie 
ofthis fleſh, hee vanqui- 
ſhed the force of Satan z 
from his excreme ſhame 
hath drawn; exceeding 
glory;from the degth of 
charman,drawn the life 
of all mcn, by chart very 
lame vertue , through 
which inthe beginning 
of the world hee had 
drawn lighc out of dark 
nes. In this comempla- 
tion,as beeing enflamed 
with this diuineloue, he. 
wil raiſe vp himſelf cho- 


roughfaith , cucn vnto 


the 
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theioies of heaug; wher 


harps of Saints ſound 
forth;& where the Sera- 
phins aſsiſting before 
therhrone, cry, Holy, 


| holy, holy is the Lord 
ofhoaſts. O how ſweet | 


athing is it tojoyne vn- 
torheſe their praiſes, & 
hauc a part 11 this cele- 
ſtiall harmonie ! One 
onely beam of this glo- 
ry inchetransfiguration 
of Jelus Chriſt on the 
mountain, had taken a- 
way fro S. Peter the rc- 
mebrance of his home, 
and of his wife and fa- 


I4 mily, 


God diſcouers himſelfe} 


face to face; where the} 
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mily: It were good(faid 
hee)chat we ſtaied here; 
and would haue ſet vp 
tents there, How much 
more wold he hauec bin 
rauiſhed,if himſelfe had 
bin cransfigured : as the 
Apoſtleſaith, that eſs 
| ChriZt ſhall transfqrme 
onr vile bodies,that they 
| may bee made like vnto 
| h& glorious body. Who 
doubreth, but that whe 
this glorie vaniſhed, S. 
Peter was leized vvith 
great ſorrow : and (0 1n- 
deede the heart of the 
faichfullcomming from 


ro conlider theſe baſe 


and 
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chis meditation againe | 
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andearthly things,is ne- 


ccflarily couched with a 
great diſtaſt and bale e- 
ſteeme of them, and is 
orieued to. (ce himſelfe 
ticd thereunto, and to 
ſay wich Dauid, O vuhen 
ſhal 1preſent my ſelfe be- 
fore the face of GOD? 
Tr was. theſe thoughts 
| vvhich made the Pro- 
pher greedy and thirſtie 
after the Lord . Theſe 
werethe thoghts which 
made Paule defire tobe 
diſlodged, and tobewith 
Chriſt:which made him 
thinke that which was 
gaine vnto others,tobe 
lofle vnto him. Theſe 


ils av 


Pſal. 42. 
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are the thoughts which 
| hagc cuen in our time | 
{uſtuned the Martyrs, 
which haue made them 
g0-vntodeath as cheer- 
tully as choſe which 
come thence. For /oxe 
6 ftrong (ſaith Salomon) 
a5 death, yea ſtronger, 
ſceingic maketh one to 
deſpilelife. 
* This ardour of lone 
| is- entertaynced in our 
ſoules by a frequent c6- 
munication-with Gods: 
and wee may. ealilie ſec, 
that the cauſe of ouy 
flacknefle and coldnefle 
tnthis loue, is, becauſe 
wee ſpeake not often 
with} 
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 with-God. The moſt ex- 
quilice friendſhips doe 
waxe cold for want of 
communication : hovy 
much more if friend- 
ſhip ncuer hath bene, as 
indeed manis naturally 
borne and inclined vnto 
eninitie with God. This 
is 4 common euill, to |. 
| wit, that wee arc much 
excrciled in. ſpeaking 
with others, bur very 
little with our (claes, & 
yer lefle wich God. If 
ſome houres. of leiſure 
| do- ſteale vs from men, 
they giue vs not any 
whit the more vnto 
God..If wee enter alone 


intro. 
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1intoour cloſet, we enter 


not ever the ſooner into 


' our felues, ro examine 
our conlcieces,to learch 


our wounds,to feele the 
pulſes of our conſcien- 
ces,or tOtalk with God. 
And yet none ſhall ſec 
him aboue, who hath 
not carefully ſought 
him heere below; and 
hath not carcfully wal- 
ked with him by pray- 

 ers,meditations,and by 
the Rudie and reading 
of the word. This ler vs 


: ſudy:and from our life, 


(which is divided intoa 
thouſand parts, am6gſt 
athouland occupations, 

ſuites, 


2» 
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(uires,folicicarions,pub. 

| |lickean1 domeſtick af- 
| | faires) ler vs withdraw 
| ſomehoursro giueour 
fclues vnto God, reti- 
ring our {clues our of 
che chrong and noiſe of | 
this vvorld, quictly ro 
 medicareon cholechings 
which pertaine to our * 
| aluation: as if byalirtle | 
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channell wee would di- 
|| |uerta part of the trou- 
| bled warcrs of a ſtream, 

cthatchey may run more | 
gently and cleerely. A | 
|| [running brooke preſen- | | 
| |cerhnotany images;nor | 
| |afpiritwhichis cucrin | 
aQion, &alwaiespuſled 
4 with | | 
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 loneis only ours whick: 
wegiuero.God. 


| chat we may not thinke 


with buſineſſe , hardlie 


can hce frame himſleltfe | 


vmtothe imageof God, | | 
Wee muſtchen ſeparate | 
fome howres to ſpeake 
wich God. All the time | 
of our life is loſt, except | 
char which is thus huſ-/ 


banded. That time a- 


Let none herealfedge 
his: domeſtick affaires. 
Forif we be Gods chil-| 
dren, his ſcruiceis part 
of our domeſticall af- 
faires: yea, and whileſt 
wearedoingour handy 
works, whathindreth vs 


of | 
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of God, & icend him vp | 
by our broken. ſtghes, | 
thoſe forr of prayers 


which the ancicnt Fa- 
thers call'd eraculatorie? 


thortpraterswhich may |. 


bee (aide euery where, 
praicrs lanced forth, (pi- 
ritual (allies borne of che 
preſent occa(1on; pray- 
ers.which hane no other 
ornament bur ferutcie, 
vuhole clauſes. haue no 
other contexture bur 


neceſsitie. VVho.doub- 
'rech, but that the Pro-. 


pher. Eliſezss ploughing 
of his field, of thatvery 
labour of his rooke oc- 


calionto fay, Weſowe | 


here 


A__—_ __— 


p—_—_———_— 


”» 


a CG OE. Do - - - _ 


|_184 | THE LOVE | 


vell, rooke occaſion to| 


| heere 11 teares, but wee 


thall reape in heauen 
withioy?Orthat the A- | 
poſtle S. Paul,labouring | 
with his hands comake 
cents,of this earthly tra- | 


thinke of our heauenly 
reſt? I he way is eucry 
where open vnto prater: 
and the loue of God is 
ingenious ' to ſuggeſt 
choughts , which. like 
ſparks of pietie mount 
vp vnto God. 


The fift marke of the 
Lowe of God. 
He life of the bo- 
dic is diſcerned by 


thele| 
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thelerwo marks: 1. by 
motion : 2. by fecling. 
The loue of God being 
thelite of our ſoules, is 
allo known by thele 2. 
things. T he four marks 
of this loue which wee 
have hitherto preſen- 
red, are the motions of | 
our foules; for they are| 
holy actions, and ſpiri- 
rual morions, produced: 
by che louc of God: bur: 
this fift mark is che fee-| 
ling, to wir, 4n affection 
which maketh aman [en- 
ſible,to be moonedeither 
with grief or with toy,ac- 
cording as God is blaſphe 
med or glorified.Carnall 


and 
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and vicious loue may 


ſcruevsforan example. | 


Wee reade of the ſonne 
of king Antigone, that 
being grieuouſly ſicke, 
and none knowing the 
| cauſe of his malady: his 

Phyſician perceiued the 


caule ro be the loue of. 


his. mother in law , be- 


cauſe that ſhe beeing en- | 


red into the chamber, 
his putſe began to beare 
extraordinarily. The 
like hapneth inthe lone 
of God, All men that 
are therewith polleſſed, 
when that they (ce God 
olorified , or his name 
& histrurh blaſphemed, 


al-j | 


alchough heeintend ro 
containe himſelfe, yet 
wil che pulſe of his con- 
[ſcience be cxtraordina- 
'rily moued, either with 
toy, or (orow and impa- 
tience. It will chance 
him as ic happened 
vnto Creſu his lonne, 
who having bene cuer 
 dambe, came ſuddenly 
to his ſpeech, ſceing his 
farher aſlailed;feare and 
griefe hauing ouercome 
all natural hinderances. 
For the Spirit of Telus 
Chriſt dwelling in him, 
produccth the ſame et- 


ſelfe;of whom it is writ- 


fefts in him as 1n him-. 
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ren, | 
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ten,The zeal of thy houſe 
hath eaten me wp. T his 
affeftion didexulcerate 
the Apoſtle Saint Paul 
beeing at Athens, and 
gricued his foule to {ce 
the Towne lo giuen to 
idolatry.Thisſamezeale 


the ſoule of Eli his 
daughter in law; ſoas in 


ſo much afflicted either 
for his or for her hul- 
bands, as for the Arke 
of the couenant which 
was taken by the infi- 
dels. It isof this alone 
chat ſhe ſpeaketh dying: 
The plorie of the Lord 
(laid 


was it which ſeized on | 


her death ſhee was not 
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(laid ſhe) & departed fro 
Iſrael. There is no more 
certain effe of theloue 
of God then this heere: 
forifat one time we re- 
cclueſeucrallnewes;the 
one of the loſle of a law- 
(uite; the other of the 
reuolt of ſome perſons 
bought; and are more 
grieued with the laſt 
then the firſt: Or if we 
be more angry to heare 
Godsnameblaſphemed 
then to heare our ſelues 
euill ſpoken of ; then 
hauewcinvsan aſſured 
| witneſſe, that the loue 
of God isliuely imprin- 
redin our ſoules. Good 

bloud 
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bloud will nor bclic it 
' ſelfe. All wel-born chil 
| dren arc touched at the 


are done vnto their fa- 
thers:who-ſo is not mo- 
ued therewith , confcl- 
ſeth himſclfe a baſtard 
or aſtranger.T hisis an 
 cuill which wee ſee bc- 
fore our cyes, to our 
| great griefe: that vnto 
' them which make pro- 
feſsion to carrie wea- 
pons,and to vnderſtand 
thetearmsof reputatis, 
if one ſpeake the leaſt 
croſs word, it is inough 
|toO cut one anothers 


F 


quick with the inturics| | 


[Re ſo thar they 


| CON- 
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contellc their l1uces ro be 
lictle worth, ſeeing they 
will hazard them for fo 


licle,making iran cucry 


God be blaſphemed, & 
his cruth \landred, if his 
name bc abuſcd before 


leapers, without feeling 


veric ſenſible in carnal. 
We gofor curioſity vn- 
roſcrmons, whereGods 


A ———_ 


and Our preſence by the 
weake taken for an ap- 
probation; but wewold 

be 


dayes exerciſe: but if 


their eyes,they remaine 
vnamoueable, and bearc 
| a parttherein, Weeare 


in ſpiricuall chings, but 


truth is oppos'd againſt, 
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be loth to be found ina 
place or copany where 
the honor of our houle 
ſhould bedefamed, but 
ro contradit the ſame. 
Lervs vndcrgoc in this 
point a voluntarie con- 
demnation : and let vs 
acknowledge that this 
ſpirituall feeling is very 
| feeblein vs, to the end 
wee may craue of God 
roawaken it, by quick- 
ning vs with his loue. 
From theſe fiue de- 
| grees and hue markes, 
| you may ealily gather, 
' that: the loue of God | 


conliſteth nor onely in 
| hauing a good opinion 
of 


of him, or to haue a 
good f:eling,ortolpeak 
well of him ; bur thar 
chiefly it conliſteth in 
obeying him , and con- 
forming vsto his wil.So 
 Gad in his law ſaith, that 
he ſhewerh mercy vnto 
them which love him ; 
but he addeth, & which 
keep my eimandements. 
_ Teſus Chriſt, 7oh. 
4.#ho/o loueth me, wil 
= my ſayings. nd the 
ſame Apoſtlein another 
place:My l:ttle children, 
loue not 1n word,neither 
in tongue onely, but in 
deed and in trath. SOS. 
James faith : That pure 
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and undefiled relgio be- 
foreGod, ts to viſite the 


fatherleſs © widows in | 


their aduerſitie, and to 
keep our ſelues vnſpotted 
of the world. But there 
be many thar are religi- 
ousimſpecch,notinaCti- 
ons; & who ſtudy to be 
more skilfull, not more 
wiſe; who confels God 
with theirlips;bur deny 
him in their harcs. Like 
vntothoſe which ſtruck 
leſfus' Chriſt , ſaying, 
Haile mafter : or to Rab- 
ſoakeh, who ſpake not 
rhelanguage of the peo- 
pleot God, bur for ro 
diſhonour him withall. 
Rc 


| 
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Heeknoweth not God, 
who loucth him not;8& 


| 


' obcicth not his wil. The 
children of El; were in- 
ſiruced in the will of 
God; for being Pricſts 


they taught it vnto 0- 
thers;and yettheScrip- 
ture ſairh, 1. Sam. 2.12. 
that they knew not God, 
becauſe. they loued him 
not. The kingdom of God 
(faith S. Paw!)lieth not in 
words, but in power.lt is 
even ſo with his loue. 
So Danidinthe 3 3.Pſal. 
faith, that praiſes areve- 
rycomely;but headdcrh, 
in the months of infl me. 


| helouerth him not; who þ 
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As forthe wicked, God | | 
ſairhvarohiminthe 50o | | 
Plalme, Wherfore take#t 
thou my woras into thy 
mouth * For this caule 
was it that Teſus Chriſt, 
when the diuell confel- 
ſed him, ſaid vnto him, 
Hold thy peace, bold thy 


| peace. For the praiſe of 
| God, and the truth of 


religion; arevilified and 


| debaſed'jn rhe mouth 
| of thewicked, &there- 
| by loſe thejrauthoririe: 


for it is made a compa- 


| nion of vice; &theline- 
| ricof. Gods children be- 
| cometh by this meanes 


acloake of impierie; 
Thou 


[ 


T hou faiſt, I loue God, 
bur doeſt deſpiſe his 
will: 1oneG OD, but 
doeſt hate the image of 
GOD. Can{tchouloue 
God wichourfollowing 
him? or follow ſuch as 
doe good totheir cne- 
mics;whileſt thouliueſt 
in diſcord withthy bre- 
thren? Weproreſtalof 
vs toloue God : but we 
better loue the increaſe 
ofour monies then the 
aduancemenc of his 
caule, VVece proteſt ro 
fcare him, but wee.doe 
aot feare ro doe before 
him ſuch thingsas wee 
would ſhame todoebe- 
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tore men, Who is chat 
uarreller or thicfe,that 
wilſtrike or ſteale in the 
preſence of the Iudge ? 
| and forall this, whar do 
wee not in Gods ſight, 
the Indge not onely of 
our ations, but alſo of 
| our thoughts? Wepro- 
ceſtco loue Teſus Chriſt, 
and yet abandon his 
' members which are the 
| poore. VVe ſpend more 
ina quarterofan houre 
at play, thenina whole 
yeare inalmes. The ſy- 
perfluitic of our actire, 
| would cloathe a great 
number of poore. All ts 
ſpent in pleaſure, and 
no- 
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nothing in pictie. All 1s 
for our couetouſnes, & 
nothing for Gods {ake.. 
Doth chat man [ous 
God,which wilnoc wil- 
lingly ſpcake vnto him, 


norof him; or who ta- | 


keth no counſel of God 
in his diſtreſſe? or who 
isnottouched with the 
zeale of his glory?In the 
mean time thereis none 
am6gſt vs, who maketh 
not profeſsion to lou 
God : vvhich ſhewerh 
thac wee loue him in 
eroſſe, but hatc him in 
retaile; this being in ge- 
nerall, and gain-ſaid in 
particular. VVe ſpeak of 
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ir may bee found lome 


heauen, bur have our 
hearcs on the carch, By 
chis means if one marke 
apart our loue ro God, 


{peciall marcer;burif we 
baiance ic with our loue 


THE LOVE 


of che world, our plea- 
(ures , our riches, our 
preferments,itis found 
verie light : {o thar our 


eſtceme, and almoſt an 


hacred. Lecvs rake heed 


ding to this general pro- 
 fofs10n,, but according 
ro our particular acti- 
ons. Andif io ic be,char 


weec 


CO O— — 


loue is a kinde of dil- 


to our lzJues;for we ſhal: 
not bee iudged accor- 
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weloue not God as we 
ought, or if wee loue 
(ome other thing with 
him otherwile then for 
his ſake, how ſhall wee 


{ub(1ſt before him , lo-| 
uing any other thing 


better then he? yea cuen 
againſt him, louing that 
which God hatech, to 
wit, the world and the 
deſiresthereof,and che- 
riſhing his enemies in 
his preſence. 


CHAP. 
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Fine meanes or helpes to 
| inflame vsinthe lone 


of God. 


| 
| Ow weare to treat 


 nouriſhin vs this loue. 
ſtis ſurely an effe& of 
;he ſpiric of ſlanRificati- 
on, which God giueth 
onely to his children: 
whereupon this fpirit 
is called the (piric of a- 


| Rom.8. becaulcir isnot 
2iucn roany other then 


| which he hath adopted 


ka. 1 aa hs 


of the meanes to 


doption by the Apoftle, | 


the children of God, | 


| E In} 


he. 
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in Ieſus Chriſt: and thar 
therefore hee frameth 
| their harts vntoa child- 
like louc, and to haue 
recourſe vnto God as 
their Facher. Iris requi- 
ſite., that the grace of 
God ſhold preuent our 
wils, to make them wil- 
lingzchatic may accom- 
panie them y that they 
may wil feruently 3 and 
that it follow them, to- 
the end they may not 
willinvaine, and wich- 
out fruit.1t « God which 
bringethforthinvswith 


good pleaſure. Norwith- 


| 
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efficacie, both the will e9+ | 
the deed according to hes | 


ſtan- | 


Phil.213. 
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ſtanding God mouerh 
vs nor like ſtones; hee 
makech vs follow wil- 
lingly, hee bendeth our 
wils by an vnc6ſtrained 


necel$1tie.For this cauſe 


is1c;that weeare called, 
workers together wvith 
God: &thatin che ſame 
place where Saint Pa/ 
ſaich,tharGod giveth the 
wil/ and the deede accor- 


| ding to his good plea- 


{are : hee willeth not- 


withſtanding that wee | 
ould work out our own | 


ſaluation with feare and 
, trebling Phil.2; 62.13, 


The means the which | 


. wehaue coemploy our 


{elues } 


h| 
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{eluesin the nouriſhing 
and cheriſhing .of rhis 
loueof God in vs, ts in 
oenerall, co giue our 
(clues togood workes, 
which be plealing varo 
him.Bucin chis travell,] 
finde five helpes, by 
which,wiledom ioyned 


holy induſtry doequic- 
ken chis loue in vs, & do 
put matches as tc were 
vnto our hearts , there-. 
by to kindle this (piri- 
cuall flame, 
T hefe means orayds 
are; 
T; The image of vi- 
ces. 


| [1. The 


with pictie, througha | 
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f | II. The choice of 
| friends. 

LIL. - Hatred of the 
| world. | 
I V. Prayer. | | 

V. The hearing and | 
reading of the word. | 


The firſt helpe or ayde of 

| the lone of God. 
| The i 'mage Hoſe who void out 
.of vices, of their lodgings 


their ſtable dung,do far- 
ren their fields. withall; 
and by ridding them- 
{clues of chis infeftion, | | 
doc otherwile make-a 
profit therof.Thefaich- |! 
full Chriſtian ought co | 
| fol-); 


Watt Dann 


_— 2 
” —— —  —_ _ 
A — — ——— 


DD — 


OE GOD. 


follow thiscxample.For 
| it is the dutie of pierie, 
tro diſcharge our (clues 
of choſe vices whichare 
of ill ſauor before God: 
but Chriſtian wiſedom 
 findeth meanes to draw 
cuen fro this filth,ſome 
| commoditic. Hce then 
Which wauld ſeck ſome 
modcl, wheron to form 
the loue of his God, 
oughr ro obſerue a- 
monegſtallche reſt, the 

moſt monſtrous & the 

moſt obſtinate vices, & 

they are lo all indeede, 
 Yerl rhinkrchatextreme 
auarice doth ſome deale 
beare away the bell Lei 
ic 
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| as you Oughe? loue hit, 


| poſleſſeour thoughts in 


Sh, our| 


| 
 irthen be expoled to 0- | 
pen view ; and let this | 
monſter,which corrup- | 
cech man wher it is, 
within him, teach man 
being thruſt forch , and 
inſtru him afarre off. 
For will you Jouc Gog,, 


th&asa man extreamli} 
;COLeTOUS loueth his 
money. Auaricetaketh 
away reſt,anFtroubleth 
ſleep; his money isthe 
firſt choughr ar his wa- 
king :1o lec the louc of 
God breake our ſleepe, 


che night; ler-ic be the 
'firit of our thoughts ar 


A. 


A. ot 
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ourawaking , to medi- 
care On his former gra- 
ces,to dilpole of our fu- 
curelife, ro bewaile our 
(ins ar che cock-crow- 


ing. Couerouſnes doth | 


ſhur che heart of che co- 
uetous: into his coffer, 
where histrcaſlure.is :'f0 


alſo let the loue of God 


fixe our hearts in hea- 
uen, to the end that 
there whegSour trea- 
lurege, there may our 
hearts be alſo. Auarice 
ſaarcherh our ofche nig- 
oards hand the bread 
he ſhould car,& makerh 
him be content wich lit- 
cle: ſo muſt the loue of 


—_— 
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God reach vs abſtinece, 
| and how to bring vnder 
our bodies;tolive with 
liccle, & co depriue our 
lelues when it is requi- 
(ice, ofremporall com- 
 modities for his ſeruice. 
The auaricious man vn- 
derrakes for gaine, long 
voyages , ſcqueſtring 
himſelfe from his wife 
and children : ſo muſt 
the loue of God prepare 
vs to endure baniſhmet, 
{to leaue wife and chil- 
tdren to follow God; re- 
membring the ſaying of 
oOurlord, Mar. 1 o.1/hoſo 
loneth father or mother 
more the mee,u not wor- 


| thie || 
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thy of mee :&* whoſo lo- 
 weth ſonne or daughter 
| more the me, ws not wor- 
th y of me. Thecouetous 
= hauing puc his mo- 
ney vnto vlury, calcula- 
reth the time, and with 
patience attendeth the 
rerme: ſo we that know 
that God hath in his 
hands our pledge, and 
that hee will render vs 
our almes wich vſurie, 
| ought vvtth . patience 


payment 3 and in the 
| meane time very preci- 
ouſly kcepe his obliga- 
tion, which is the do- 
Arine of the Goſpell. 


to attend the time of | 
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Thecouerous man, the 
older hee waxeth, the 
moregrecdy heis to ga- 
ther; he lueth poorelie, 
thathe may dierich; his 
purpole to gather is at 
the greateſt, when the 
terme of his life is ac the 
ſhorreſt: ſo muſttheold 
man fearing God, make 
more carefull prouiſion 
of fairh & good works. 
Ler him live poore in 
worldly goods, that he 


| may die richin hcauely, 


Old age 1s the grounds 
and lees of life; bar in 
chefaichfull man it re- 
neweth, as vatoan Ea- 
ole: for then he feeleth 


more 
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more luely and ccrtain- | 


ly the morions of the 
Lfero come; then hath | 
he the wager almoſt in | 
his hand, beeing ncere 
the end: of his courle. 
Whe the riuersarencer 
their end, and approach 
vnto the {ca the tyde 
cometh towards them, 
and meceteth them : fo 
when the courle of a 
faichfull mans life com- 
meth neer his end, then 
God commeth to mcet 
him; and before ccath, 
giucth- him. ſome taſte 
and feeling of rhelifero 
com. T hen itis that we 
ought ro hauea holy co- 
uveroul- 
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ucrouſneſflce ro husband 
our time, makea ſtocke 
of faith, ſend our goed 
| works before vs, and iO 
 makeour ſelues friends 
which may receiue vs 
| iaro the eucrlaſting ha- 
birations, This medita- 
tion, which giuerh vice 
'a Couble conſtrufion, 

| & maketh ic looke both 
 wates.enforceth it tro be 
an cxample and helpe 
vnto vectue: as Amor» 
rhcacapriucs, tocleanſe 
& decke the rabernacle; 
as a woman of Hethe, 
| whole hairc and nailes 
| ar:cuc off. Deur. 2 1.For 
vertuc is{o fceblein vs, 


thar 
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chat co raiſe ir (elfc vp,t 
boroweth helpe of vice; 


ic paſlech ouer to the | 


Philiſtians co whet her 
rools. Becauſe we canot 
coprehend how much 
weowe vnro God, but 
through the conſidera- 
ion of that which wee 
g10C vnto our Concupi- 
(cence ; for all that is 
ſtolen from him, 


The ſecond help unto the 
loue of God, 


" He ſheepe of 1agob 


brought forth ſpot- 
| red lambs,according to 
the colour of the rods 


Were | 


Choiſe of 
friends. 
Gen. 30.37 
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were layd before them: 
[omen produce workcs 
contormable vnto the 
obicts which they hauec 
before theireyes.. And 
this is a great cuill, that 
good cxamples haue 
nothing like ſo great 
forceto forme vs vnto 
goodneſle, as bad: have 
'roinduce vs vnto ewll. 


For, as a man ſtrucken 


| with the peſtilence,will 
| ſooner infeft a douzen 
' found men which ſhall 
approach ro him, then 
theſe whole. men can 
| help him: in like ſort, a 
| vicious man-will ſooner 
infect many honeſt me, 
| chen 
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| then he wilcorre@ him- 
ſclke by their example. 
For vice is heere in his 
owne loile,it cometh vp 
without plating, irgrow 
cth wichout painz much 
more then being fortih- 
ed from wirchout &wel 
labourcd:bur vertueis a 
ſtranger, & reſembleth 
a graine brought from 
the Eaſt, which afcer 
much care and labour, 
doth yet lictle proſper 
bur degenerate zelpeci 
ally in the contagion of 
thele times, which is as 
th dreggesand linke of 

211 icaſonsand ages, in 
| whichvertue isaprodi- 
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gie,and pietica crime or 
{implicitie. For thus do 
men call fooliſhneſle in 
this age; in which,that 


| they may rederor make 


vertue to bee odious, 
they cloath bruriſhneſle 
with hishabit.Euenasic 
is vneaſle that the flocks 
feeding amongſt the 
thornie buſhes, ſhould 
notlcaue ſome of their 
vvooll: ſo is it hard for 
an honeſt man, living a-| 
monegſt ſogreat corrup- 
tion, but hee muſt leaue 
ſome of his innocencie. 
We fal away inſen(ibly; 
wee goe Onin badyelte, | 
without beeing aware' 
there j 


Wn 
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thereof, like people ſlee- 


ried downe the ſtream, 
which make much way - 
without thinking there- 
on. Vherefore weeare 
to looke to our (clues, 
and in ſo contagious an 
aire, to prouide our 
ſelues of preſeruatiues, 
of which, the beſt is rhe 
loue © fear of God. And 
this loue is nouriſhed 
by hanting thoſe which 
loue him. VWemuſt ac- 
quaint our (clues vvith 
{uchas wee ſhould bee 
like; totheend that the 
faichfull with ſome few 
friends louing God, 


ping inaboate, and ca- | 


L2 with} 
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withdrawing himlelfe 
as It were from vices, 
may looke with horror 
vponthemas fromatfar 
off, vpon thisoverflow- 
ingtorrent and power- 
ful reigne of the divell; 
comforting himlſelfe in 
the meane time in God, 
and relying on his louc. 

T his lame friendſhip 
among the faithful, wil 
ſeruetheberter to make 
them know themſclues. 
For (ceing wee be blind 
inour imperfetios, we 
ought ro borrow our 
friends eyes, and lend 
chem ours, ro the end 
we may mutually reprc 


n 


hend & corre one an- 
other. The ſerious re- 
prehenſions of a friend, 
do more good then prai 
ſes, were they neuer ſo 
true. Wholo ſhall take 
h away from friendſhip 
| _ | theliberty of reprehen- 
; ding, lcaucth nothing 
that may diſtinguiſh ic 
from flatcery. | id 

And ſceing that wee 
are naturally lame and 
| benamed 1nthingstou- 
ching Gois {cruice, we 
muſt employ the helpe | 
of our frieds,to the end 
they may bring vs into 
| this bach ro receige hea- 
ling. For God commu- 
L 3 nica-| 
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nicareth not his graces 
vnto vs; that they ſhold 
fadeand vaniſh with vs, 
bur that we might mul- 
tiply ourcalent ; &thacr 
the ſpring ofhis ſptriru- 
all benedi&tions, which 
hecauſeth robreakforch 
in vs, may rumour, and 
| ſerue for inſtruction to 
ourneighbors:as Chriſt 
ſaichto S. Pet. Bat thou 
beins connerted, cofirme 
thy brethre. For if God 
command vs totake vp 
our enemics ſtrayed 
beaſt; how much more | 
rorcforme the ſoule of 
ourfriend,when it wan- 


dererh out of the way 
| | _of 
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of laluation? This com- 
munication allo among 
the faithfull, bringeth 
comfort in affliction: 
which being diuided a- 
mong many,ts More ca- 
lily borne. Many {mall 
brooks reunited in one 
channell, carrie grcat 
veſſels: many afflicted 
(pirits1oyningrhelclues 
rogether,by concord & 
mutuall ſupport will ca- 
fily beare an affliction. 
And the word of God 
witneſſcth vnto vs, that 
God looketh on, heark- 
neth vnto, and takerh 
pleaſure in the conſola- 
tions and muruall ex- 


to 
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horcations of his chil- 
dren. So the Propher 
Malachie in the kgs 
laies,that whecheproud 


are eſteemed happy , & 


the bad aduanced, then 


| thoſe wohich feared the | 


| Lord, ſpake one vnto an- 
other, and the Lord was 


| attentiue and heard:and 


4 bocke of remembrance 
was written before him, 


for them which feare the 


Lord, and thinke on his 
name ; and they (ball bee 
mine ( ſaid the Lorde ) 
when 1 ſhall lzy apart my 
moſt precious iewels, O 
how precious atrealure 
isa vercuous friend fea- 


ring 
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ring God! And would 
to God that as weare y- 
{cd toknow by certaine 
markes the goodneſſe 
and courage ofa horle; 
fo alſo in the choiſe of 
fricnds, that wee might 
with the (ighrofa man 
know his vercue:burtthe 
lurking holes of the ſpi- 


 ritofa man areſo deep, 


that he deceiuverh both 
himſelfe &others, and 
heis hidden cuen from 
himſelfe. Yet by a mans 


 innoc@cy of hisadtions, 
ſobrictic of his words, 


by the ſimplicity of his | 


habit, by his zeale and 
ardour 'in Gods caule, 
Ls by 
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- probably know the pu- 


.S.Iobn likewile : If any 


by his dileſteem of gain, 
by his eſchuing of plea- 
ſures, you may very 


ritieofhis mind within: 
cuen- as by the ſparks 
comingforth of aheapc 


of aſhes, men know the 
hidden fire. 


The third belpe of the 
love of God. | 
Hediſetecmelike- 
- wiſc and: hatred of 
cheworld,dothnotalit- 
tleaidevnto the loue of } 
God. Forthe loue of the 
world (faith S. James) s 
enmity againſt god, And 


one | 


ht A 
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one lone the world, the 
lone of the Father is not 
inhim. By the world, | 
vnderſtad humane buſ- 
nes, worldly pomp,car- 
nal enticements,earthly 
delires,deccirfhll & vn- 
certaine hopes: whoſo 
loueth God, will looke 
on theſe things with dif- 
daine. He wilpaſſeouer 
al theagesof man,from 
his conceprion vnto his 
rotten ſepulcher: he wil 
con{ider, inall the con- 
ditionsand ſtates of his 
life, his certaine miſery,, 
his vncertain hopes, vit- 
fruitfull gaine; rhar he: 
may ſay with Szlomon, 


| Va- 


my OI ano. 


| 
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(YVanitie of vanities, all is 
vanitie. Looking on 
theſe things witha dil-/ 
| daine , mingled vvich 
compalsion: a dildaine 
extcnding cue vnto ha- 
tred, when he ſhall con- 
ſider wickednes ro be 
mingled with vanitie, 
and che diuelto haue {0 
| eſtabliſhed his reigne in 
the world, thact it is 2 
 kinde of miracle &pro- 
 digic ro (ee therein a 
g00d man. So as the 
Prophet Eſay acknow- 
ledgeth chap. 8. Beho/d 
 me(laid he) and thechil- 
 arewhith the Lord hath 


giuen me, for aſigne and 


for | 


— Eo ns 


reaſon that we wonder 


DF GOD, 4 


for a miracle in 1ſraell. 
Now if itwerea miracle 
in [ſrac] to lee a familic 
inſtructed in the fearcof 
the Lord , how much 
more amongſt infidels? | 
&it in Terufalem, how 
much more in Baby- 
lon? It is then without 


when weeſeccxamples 
of diſloyaltic, cruelty, 
vncleannes; ſeeing thar 
on the contrarie the 
Spiric of GOD tca- 
chech vs, to hold the 
example of pietie, and 


the feareof God, fora 


miraculous and mack | 


ching. Theſeand ſuch 


| like! 


— 
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likeconſ{tderations ioy- 
ned vnto the feeling of 


the excellencie of the: 


children of God, vvill 
cauſe the faithfull to c» 
ſiceme himlelfe better 
thentheworld;and loo- 
king on the carth as a 
place curfed, will liue 
therein asa paſſenger & 
traveller: asan Engliſh- 
man that ſhould trauell 
oucrPerſtaor Tartaria, 
intending to returne in- 
to his country, For hee 
will-not anſwer as that 
Philoſopher,who being 
enquired,of what coli- 
trey he was, anſwered, 


that hee was a citizen of 
the 


\ 


Do —— 
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the world:burt the faich- 
full (aich,heisa ſtranger 
in this world, and acitt- 
zen of heauen; & there- 
tore withdrawing hisaf- 
tection from the world, 
and raiſing vp his heart 
vnto God, he doth like 
him, who from the top 
ofthe Alpes wherethe 
aireiscleer,looketh vpo 
the fields bearen vvith 
tempeſt, the country al! 
about foggy and miſty; 
and therereioycerth him 
ſelf;reſting himſelfevp6 
:heloue of God, which 
hach delivered him fr6 
this general maledictis. 
Sointae 29.Plalme,at- 
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cr 
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ter hauing repreſenced 
the tearing of the Ce- 
dars, the ſhaking of che 
mountaines, & the dil- 
couering of the forreſts 
by theforce of the thit 
dcring voiceof God; he 
withdraweth the chil 
| dren of God out of this 
confuſion, & aflembles 
them into Gods palace, 
where hee is glorified; 

and aſſures himſelfethar 
God wil giue peaceand 
ſtrength vnro his peo- 
ple. For in this palace 
of GOD, which is his 
church, doth ſound chat 
voice, not which ſha- 


| keth the mountains, but 
which 
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' vuhich aflurech our 


| hearts 3 nor that voice 
| which rooteth vp the 
Cedars, bur that which 
comforterh our con(ci- 
ences: not that vvhich 
cauſech the Hindes to 
 caſtrheiryong ones, bur 
vyhich maketh vs to 


| concciue hope. Iris the 


| word of che Goſpell, in 
' which Godlayechopeti 
che treaſures of his loue: 

in .vvhich vyhoſoeuer 
ſhal rake arelifh,he ſhall 


| world to be bitcerneſle; 

and hating the ſame, wil 

learne to louc God. 
Now we ſay this, not 


ro | 


finderhe (weetesof the ; 
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to diſcharge our (clues 
of allearthly chings:this 
careleſnes of the world 
hindereth not the loue 
of our children, nor the 
care of our family, nor 
.our endeuour inthead- 
miniſtration of our ma- 
giſtracy;but the faithful 
willdo theſethings, asa 
paſſenger fits himſelf in 


| the beſt manner he may 


at ſomc Inne,He whois 


not to ſtay there aboue 


anight,wil not ſtand to 
build a wall; and if hee 
ſufferthereany diſcom- 
modiry,he wil patiently 
digeſt ir,becaule it is but 


a paſſage. For the faith- 
full 
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full wil follow domeſti- 
cal and ciuil affaires,not 
as if hee meant there to 
ſet vp his ſtaffe, to tie 
cherunto his delsignes, 
or therein to place his 
hope.His choughts will 
cucr be in ſome other 
place ; and during his 
buſineſs, willeuerthink 
of the vanitie of his tra- 
aell. He will alwaties be- 
gin his ations with the 
ſeruice of God, and in- 
uocation of his name; 
and that ſhal cuer be the 
firſt, which he will haue 
laſt: whileſt worldlings, 
afrer the example of 
Martha , paine them- 

{clues 
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ſelues cxceſsiuely in do- 
meſtick affaires ; hee af- | 
ter Maries example, will 
chuſe the good part, 
which ſhal not be taken 
from him, placing him- 
ſelfe at Chriſts feere to 
hearc his word. If hee 
haucany worldly fears, 
they wil giue place vnto 
the fearcof God, If he 
haue any-hopes, they 


hope of the kingdom of 
heaucn, If he haue an 

ſorrowes, they will be 
{wallowcd vpofa grea- 
ter ſorrow , procecding 
from the ſenſe of his 
! finnes, or the bruiſin gs 
| of 
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will give place vnto his | 


wn 
kan 


- --”” - 


» go ” 


_ 
— 


herein isancxample vn- 
rovs. Forin huilding of 


| theworld, he hath done 
| cotrary vato mEwhich 
'| do buildalſo:men begin 
at the foundation, bur | 


God bcginneth at rhe 
rop. Hee ſtretched out 
the heauens, before he 
laicd the foundations of 
the earth, T he narurall 
workes of God, are ſpi- 
ricual inſtructions vnto 
vs. T othe end that wee 


. | may follow this order, 


and that wee mayeuer 


| | begin by thecareof hea- 
| uenly things;the earthly 
| willpreſent themlelues 


_—__ 


in 
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| thoſe which be ours, or 


inthe (ccond rank to be 
thought on,not of loue 
or of purpoſe, but by 
neceſsitic, and as much 
as is required , for not 
ſeeming cruell wnto 


enemies to our (clues, 
Seeke yee fir #t the king- 
dom of God, & the righ- 
teouſnes thereof, and all 
other things ſhait bee a6- 
miniſired onto you. Mat. 


6.33. 


The fourth aide of the 
' loneofGed. 
Requenr and often 
prayers doclikewiie 
nouriſh thislouezl mean 
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as well publicke as pri- 
uare:for the publick,are 
a quireof {1ghes, a har- 
monie of aftcions ſent 
vp withone accord vn- 
r060d, which imitareth 
chat holy conſort of che 
Angels & loules of the 
Saints ſouding on their 
harpsin heauen;zwherof 
mention is made in the 
5.0fthe Apocalyple. In 
our priuatepraycrs,the 
faithfull man betag hid- 
den from mans eies,dil- 
couercth himſelfe vato 
' | God, maketh his com- 
plaints ro him vvith a 
child-like - familiaritie, 
praycth vnto him , nor 
| of 


tc 
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| 


Gen.14,63 


| 


of cuſtome, but with at- 
fetis, with words bro- 
ken off with fighes, 
which ate vled cuen in 
the midſt of buſineſle, 
through agentlediſtra- 
Aion and wholſom in- 
terruption:which pray- 
ers hauc no other mo- 
tiae bur loue, nor other 
ſubie& bur neceſſitie; or 
other eloquence buraf- 
feAtion. None craueth 
an almes with the flow- 
ers of Rhecorick. Fami- 
liar ſtmplicitie is veric 
comly in prayer. To 
make theſelolitaryprai- 
ers, //4ac went out into 
the fields, So king Exze- 


Chias 


Om eames 


Gr ea. - 


tothe wal,for fcar ro be 
croubled in his prayer. 
Sothe Apoſtle S. Peter 
vvent vp vnto an high 
roome of the houle to 
pray alone. Ieſus Chriſt 
himſelf inthe 6.0f Luke, 
withdrew himſclfe into 
a mountain to make his 
prayers, and continued 
therein all night. Both 
theſe ſorts of prayers 
hauepromiſe of God to 
be heard. As touching 
the publick,our Sautour 
profnilſcth vs, thar there 
vohere two or three be 
gathered together in his 
name, hee will be in the 


Math. I $8. 
y.19-20. 
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midſt of them: © that al 
which they ſhal aske with 
one accord, ſhall be gran- 
ted them.As tor the pri- 
aate, heeallo ſpeaketh 


| thus inthe 6, of Matth. 


IVhen thow prayeſt, enter 
intothy cloſet & haning 
ſhut the doore, pray vnto 
thy Father vohich « in 
ſecret ; and thy Father 
which is in ſecret , ſhall 
reward thee openty. 

T hele prayers are [0 
many marches of the 
loue of GOD. For as 
ſoone as God will bee 
prayed vnto by vs, this 
Sa great witnesvntovs 
that hee loues vs. Our 


1mpor- 
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importuniticisplcaſing 
vnto him; he giueth by 
his comandement free 
acccls vnto our praiers. 
That wee may obtaine 
his graces, hee deman- 
deth no other price of 
vs but our prayers. For 
riucrs of his goodneflc, 
he demandccth bur ſome 
drops of our thankful- 
nes. He1satrentive vnto 


thecry of the afflitcd. | 
| Hee & nich onto them 


which call vpon him. It 
the cry of dcad Abels 
bloud came vp vnto 
hims how much morc 


| checry of his liuing chil- 


dre;which cal vpon him 
M 2 in| 


| 
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in the name :of Ieſus. 
ChriſttIt hereckon our 
hatres,how much more 
our lighes & onr pray- 
ers, which hee himlelfe 
hath preſcribed vs? Add 
hereunto, that praycr is 
a ſtrong bridle vnto vs, 
rohold vs inthe:feare of 
God. For this. onelic 
choughr,thart it is beforc 
him chat wepreſcntour 
| ſchaes, before him who 
knowethourharts,who 
ſceth all our filchineſle 
through the cloake ol 
hypocriſie; obligeth vs 
ropurifieour harrs and 
our hands, to wit, our 
thoughts and aQions ; 
accor- 
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according to the com- 
mandement of the A- 
poſtle: will (laith hee) 
that all me make prayers 
inall places, heauing vp 
pure hands withoat an- 
per or debate. On the 
contrary, God ( by the 
Prophet Eſar) reiedteth 
| hands full of bloud, eurn 
| when they lengthen out 
their prayers. 

— Thenwhen we come 
to frame our prayers, 
each word thar we ſay, 
1 is aleſlon orareproach, 
For example, we thus 
begin the Lords prater, 
Oar Father which art in 
heanen. Tn calling him 


1, Tim. 2+ 


Eſay 1. 
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our Father , wee learne 
| on the one part to be. his 
obedient children, and 
ro be pcrlwaded of his 
louc: on the other ſide, 
to deſpiſe the world, as 
inferiour to our digni- 
tie, ſeeing wee bee the 


children of God, This 


word allo of Oar, fra- 


methvsvntocharicy ro-| 


wards ourneighbors, & 


ro procure their good, 
not only inour prayers, 
but in a!l our ations, 
And thele words, which 
art in heanen, aducrtite 
vs to ſecke for heauenly 
things ; and that our 


conuerſation ſhould be 
| 4s 
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as that of heauenly ciut- 
zens, & children ofthe 
heauenly King, Then 
waen the faithful ſhall 
come topropoſe his de- 
maunds, hee will chide 
himſelfe on this ſort : | 
crauc of God that hz 
name may bee hallowed, 
and yer I profane and 
dichonor ir. I deſire that | 
his kinzdome may come, 
and be aduanced ; and 
notwichſtanding I relilt 
and foreflow its mucn 
as.lieth in me, vawilling 
char he ſhould reignetn 
m2; not {ubiecting my 
ſelfe vato the {ceprerot 
his kingdome, which 1s 
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his word; 0r contribu- 
ting any thing to his 
Church, which is called 
in the Goſpell, Gods 
kingdoms, Item, I pray 
his will may be done, and 
yer I reſiſt this wil. I beg 
my bread,and yet coucr 
another mans: Ay dailie 
bread,and yet my coue- 
rouscareextends itlelie 
vato many yeares. 50 
likewiſe weecrauc that 
God wold forgiue vs a5 
wee forgiue them which 
baue treſpaſſed azain#t 
vs5:& forall that weeare 
varcconcileable,our ha- 
tred is mortall, or toſay 
better, immortall;z and 


yet 
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yet feare not*thar God 
ſhould heare vs, pardo- 
ning vs according as we 


pardon our neighbors. |. 


Sowee dclire net to be 
led into temptation, and 
yet weerun aftertemp- 
tations, bad companies, 
bookesof loue-tales,af- 
ter enticements and 0c- 
ca{ions of doing ill, Fi- 
nally we finiſh this prai- 
er with mention of the 
kingdome 2nd gloric of 
God, by which this 
ame} prayerbeganz that 
ic might warne vs, that 


cuTasour praiers, lo al-: 


ſoa! our afteRtios ought 
to begin and cnd: with 
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the gloric of God. So 
maay petittons, ſo ma- 
ny aduertiſements : for 


| Iefus Chriſt moſtartih- 


cially , by reacahing-vs 
how to craue for good, 
rceachethvsalſoro doir. 
[n ordering ourpraters, 


ions: loas ſpeaking to 
God, wealſo ſpeake to 
our (clues; by praying 
vato God, welcarne al- 
ſo to fcare him. And 
ſurely when you ſhal (ce 
vnrulineſle in a houſc- 
nold,cicher by diſobedi- 
ence of the children, or 
by diflenſion between 
manand wite,it 18 a ccr- 


ron 


heealſoordereth our a- | 
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ledgeot God, when we 


- "Or GOmM 
ren witnelle that God 
1s not there called vpon 
as hce ought. For this 
only action of lifting vp 
of hearts and hands to- 
gether vntoGod, might 
haue ſufhced to reunite 
their diuided aftetions, 
andentertain from day 
to day their familie in 


the fearof God. For by 


(peaking often to God, 
welearne to loue him, 
and louing him to fol. 
low him. Moſes his face 
became ſhining for ha- | 
uing ſpoken wich God : 
ſo our foules wil becom | 
enlightned inthe know- | 


hall 
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ſhal have ofren accuſto- 
med them toſpeak with 
God. | 
T helevery ſameprai- 
ers do nouriſh faich,and 
by colequence the louc 
of God, For if wee truſt 
in any one, we muſt ne- 
ceſlarily loue him.Pray- 
cr vvithourt faich, is a 
kind of iniurie done vn- 
to God, becauſe vvce ? 
doubr cither of his 
power, or of the truth 
of his promiſes. Hovv 
wil they call vpon him,in 
who they haue not belie- 
ved ?Ro.10.Andthere- | 
fore Saint James chap. 5. 
calleth it the prayer of 
faith: 


_ 


yo — ———_ .. 


pp ——_ Cs t-—n—nnns— 


emmm_—_ I 5 > ER Ae ets, + AE A 
a _ 


” 1 _—__ ODE. OTTTTTOOI 


ry————__———— 


— 


| OF GOD. 


1 


| 


faith: &(airh,that with- 
out fairhwecan obtaine 
nothing of God. 

Yea ſurely, faith en- 
gedreth prater, but this 
daughternouriſheth her 
mother; and in nouri- 
ſhing faich,irnouriſheth 
allo by conſequent the 
louc of God: (ecing that 
faich isnothing elſe bur 
the loue of God, clea- 
uing vato his promiles, 
& ſtrengthening ic ſelte 
by che proofes of Gods 
alziſtance,as ofrentimes 
as hee hath heard our 
Prayers. 


The 
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The fift aide of the loue 


of God. 


Ow remaineththe 
hearing & reading 

of the word of GOD: 
the word which is the 
finger of God , vvith 
which hee engrauerh in 
vs his loue. A vvord 
which breatheth no- 
thing but loue : the hea- 
ring vuhercof maketh 
the Spouſe to ſpring 
with toy, in theſecond 
of Cantic. This & (ſaid 
ſhe) the vaice of my wel- 
beloued. And in the fifr 
chap. My ſonle was ina 
maze to heare himſpeak. 
Faith 
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Faithcometh by hearing, 
and hearing by the word | 
of God. Now this faith 
is this. veric ſame loue, 
ruſting 1a the promiles 
of Gol. The lone of 
God then cometh aiſo 
by hcaring of his word: 
God ordaining, that as 
death entred into the 
world by the eare and 
hearing of the dincls 
[pcech; {olife ſhould en- 
cer by the eare and hea- 
ring of Gods word.It1; 
che principall. meancs 
chrough which heeim- 
printethia vs his loue. 
For in this word,God 
dothplainly declare his 
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loue. It was alreadie a 
great loue to haue crea- 
ced all things for man, 
and to haue eſtabliſhed 
him ouer the workes of 
his hands. David in the 
8.Pſalme;rauiſhed with 
this contemplarion,cri- 
eth out, alas, what © ma 
that thou remebreſt him, 
or the ſonne of man, that 
thou (houldst be mindful 
of him ? Now hee faith 
this, having reſpe& vnro 
the mcanneſſe of man; 
how much more would 
he haue exclaimed,if he 
had con{1dered his per- 
ucrinefſe? Headmireth 
Gods libcrality cowards 
| man 
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man in the creatio;how 
much more muſt wee 
admire his loue in our 


not onely giueth vs his 
good things, but his 
only Son,and in his Son 
| himſelfe. He admirerh 
the contEplarion of hea- 
u&;how much morethe 
polleis10n!Hegiorineth 
God for the dominati- 
on which he ginerh vs 
ouer the creatures; how 
mach then muſt wee 
glorify him for our cter- 
nal reigne with his An- 
gels? To this purpoſe 
ic is good to obſlerae, 
how the diuell, who is 
Gods | 


redemption? wherin he | 


| 
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Godsape,hath declared 
vntothe keathen many 
fables, in which they 

make lupiter their god 
deſcend on carth, being 
drawnethither by loue. 
T hele fables verily are 
profane,which plant vi- 
ces in heaucn,ro theend 
chey may be: authoriſed, 
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Notwnnitading, 
thateuil ſpirits havefor- 
med theſe impieties, 1n 
imitatioofthe doctrine 
of the Goſpell: the ſum 
whereof is, thar God 
being moucd with the 
loue which he beareth 
vnito mankind, came 
downe from heaven, 


and 
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and by a ſpirituall ma» 
riage,allied himſclfe vn- 
ro man; clothing him- 
ſelfe wich our fleſh, to 
toyne our ſelues vnto 
God. For the Golpell is 
no other thing then a 
meanes to drawe man 
wito God, by theforce 
ofthis loue of God to- | 
wards mi, which ought 
to kindle in man loue | 
towards God): For this 
cauſe God deſiring to | 
repreſent in; a vvord, 
both the laue which hee 
bearcth to vs, and that 
which he looketh for ar 
our hands, compareth f 


this facred bond which 
he 
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he willhaue with vs, vn- 
toa mariage,profcſsing 
himſelfe to be icalous of 
our loue. This mariage 
is between Iclus Chriſt 
and his Church amar- 
riage,the bond whereof 
is the Spiricof GOD, 


| formed in the Church, 
bucthe nuprial feaſt ſhal 
bein the: kingdome of 
heauen : whoſe contract 
is the Goſpel; a corraCt, 
whereof the Apoſtles 
haue bcene the Nota: | 


bloud of the Sonne of 
God, ratified by the 


whoſctrothplighris per | 


| ries, ſubſigned with the | 


bloud of ſo many Mar- | 
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tyrs, | 
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cirs,yeaeuEot our time, 
Addeheecrevnto the 
euidenr witneſles of che 
loucof God, in thecon« | 
dut and conſeruation 
of his Church, accor- 
dingto the recitall ther- 
of madcin the word of | 
God. How hehath re- 
uengedche bloud of 4- 
bel. How he ſerued asa 
Pilotand ſteeres man to 
his Church incloſed 
within the Arke. How 
for the loue of Abraham 
and J/aac, hee hath ftri- 
ken or courbed kings. 
How. he prepared lod- 
ging for his people in 
Egypr, How he drew 
them 
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chem from thence with 
a mighty and outrſtret- 
chcd arme, having car- 
ricd his childreri our of 
capttuity,as vÞO Eagles 
wings. Hovy hee hath 
giventhem his law, ted 
the with bread of hea- 
uen , couered them in 
the day time,and giuen 
them lighein thenight; 
driucen out nations be- 
forethe. How hischa- 
ſtilements haucecuer bin 
inccrlaced with deliuc- 
rances, tothe end they 
ſhould nor fall aſlcepe 
ina long proſperity,nor 
be overwhelmed with 


too longaducrſicy. The 
hiſto- 
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hiſtorie of Judges, of 
Danid and his ſuccel- 
ſors, the deliuerance of 
Babylon,therceſtabliſh- 
ment of Icrufalem, is 1r 
not a whole webbe of 
vvonders, procceding 
from the loue of God 
towards his Church? 
Andin the Goſpell, doe 
wee not (ce all the Ro- 
mane Empire mooued, 
and the power of the 
grcateſt Emperor of the 
world employcd, inthe 
numbring of all the fa- 
milies, onely to makea 
poorc virgin paſſcfrom 
Nazareth ro Bechlehe? 
curbing with hisdecree 

and 
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and counſel, all the am- 
bicion of ſo greata mo- 
narch, and making him 
contribute at vnawares 
vnto the accompliſh- 
ment of the prophelſies? 
That which is the grea- 
teſt of the world, em- 
ploycth it ſelfe for the 
leaſt of his children, and 
ſeruethfor the cxecuti- 
on of hisloue. 

The holy Scripture 
being ful of ſuch exam- 
ples, rightly may ic be} 
called the booke of true 
lowe ; (ceing that therin 
God not onely vnfol- 
deth his loue, bur alſo 
bindeth vs toloue him ; 
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and not only exhorterh 
vstothis loue, butallo 
produceth ir in vs by 
this lame word, accom- 
panying the preaching 


ficacy of his holy Spirit. 
And tofay true, I think 
thar chemoſtpartofvs 
hauc had experiece,that 
afrer the hearing of the 
word,theſparks of loue 
do kindle in our hearts; 
and that hearing God 
ſpcake, or ſpeaking of 
God, weeare inflamed 
with his louc. So the 
two dilciples becing in 
Ema?, after Icſus Chriſt 

was vaniſhed, ſaid, Dia 


N not | 
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of theſame with the ct- 
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| ning fire. VVherfore (0? 
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not our bar ts burn with- 
invs, when he ſpake onto 
vs 08 the way, & prea- 
ched the Scriptures? And 
leremy , deliring tO re- 
ſeruethe word of God 
in his hart without vt- 
tringir,ſaith, thar he felt 
itin his heart ikea bur- 


but becauſe this word 
receiued intothe hearts 
of the auditors, heateth 
che with thelike ardor ; 
as allo the rongues of 
fire deſccnding vpothe 
Apoſtles, wicneſled that 
God gaue the- burning 
rongues, anda word fa] 
of efficacie, rocnflame 


— 
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mens 
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mens harts VW herefore 
thoſe which being cari- 
ed away vvith thcir 
buſineſle, or with-held 
by feare, or per{waded 
of cheirſufficiencie,neg- 
lect coming to ſermos, 
ſhal inſenſibly feclethar 
this heat waxeth coole, 


. [and that a caule grow- 


cth ouecr their conſct- 
ences. TI hiz negligence 
will growe to a diſtaſt, 
this diſtaltto adiſdain, 
this diſcſteeme vnto a 
hardneſle of hearc and 
enmitie againſt GOD 
Vhoſocuer will enter- 
taine the loue of God in 
his hart, ought daily co 
N2 comc 
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come & hearchis word, 
che which he hath cho- | 
lenas a wholſom means 
ro moue our hearts and 
to purge our {pirits: as 
Chriſt ſaith ro his Apo-|] 
ſtles : Tow are cleanes 
throgh the word which! 
haue ſpoke onto you. Be- 
ing there, we muſt hear- 
ken to the preaching 
withgreedineſle, ſuffer 
reprehenlions gentlic, 
receive exhorcations 
vvith ardor, And cuen 
as thoſe, vpon vvhom 
men meane to make 
ſome inciſton , ſuffer 
themſ{clues ro be bound 
and pinioned by the 

Chi- 
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Chirurgion,lcſt the mo- 
tion of the patient ſhold 
hinder the opcration:(o 
muſt wee, whentheſer- 
uanrs of Godare occu- 
piedabour pricking the 
apoſtumes of our vices, 
& cutting oft our con- 
cupiſcences ( which $. 
Paul calleth our mem- 
bers) ſtay our moving, 
lighencefle & inconftan- 
cic, leſt it hinder the ef- 
ficacy of this word by 
our impatiencie. 


To the hearing of the | 


word,we muſt adde the 
reading , according to 
theexample of thoſe of 
Berceaz whoafter they 

N 3 
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had | 
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had heard S. Pawls prea- 
ching, went and con'ul- 
red withthe Scriptures, 
to ſee the conformirie 
cherof wich thewritings 
of the Prophets ; al- 
chough thatthe Apoſtle 
being powerfull-in mi- 
racles and in words,did 
preach with authoritie 
enough to be belicucd, 
as might. be thought: 
how much more ought 
we now 4 dayes, at our 
coming fro the (crmon, 
contentourcurioftty,to 
knoweit that wee heare 
thar day, betrue? VVee 
vvhich heare Paſtors 
which arc not recciuea- 


f ble, | 


ble, bur ſo farre forth as 
they proue their ſayings 
by the word of God? A- 
moneſt all the books of 
holy Scripture, themcſt 
obſcure is the Apoca- 
lyple :and yer it is (aid 
in the firſt chaprer, that 
happy are they that read, 

&y hoſe which heare the 
words of this propheſie. 

In the 17.0f Deur. God 
commandeth Kings to 
read the booke of thc 
law,al the dayes of their 
life. Reading thereof 
was the exerciſe of the 
Queene Candaces Evu- 
nuch, as hec rode in his 
charior. ]f heread being 
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a paga,how much more 
being becomea Chriſti- 
an?And if he rcad when 
he vaderſtood not, how 
much more whe he be- 
gan ro vnderſtand?If he 
read in his chariot, how 
mach more in his hous? 
Alſo God hach cende- 
red him his hand bythe 
miniſtery of Philip; and 
vpon the reading, the 
light of the Goſlpell is 
come vnto him , for an 
argument vnto vs of 
hope, thar in reading 
carefully the holy Scrip- 
rures, God wilenlighten 
vs.He which accuſerh ic 
of obſcurity accuſerh ir 
alſo 


Om 
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alſo of lea{tng:forir ſaich 
of it lelfe, thatir cnlight- 


neththeeyes; thatit gi- 


ucth wiſedome to the 
poore and (imple that 
it 15a lanterne co our 
feet, & a light vntoour 
pachs. Ifit be obſcure,zsf 
# (aich the Apoſtle) to 


thoſe, of who the god of 


this world hath blinded 
the underſtandings. Ar 
leaftlet vs haue good 0- 
pinion of God our Fa- 


. | ther. Lervs not thinke | 


that he hath wricten his 
Teſtamenc m obſcure 


' | tears and ambiguous 


clauſes, to1inrangle vs in 
luires. The Father of 


lights | 
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lights is neucr cauſe of 
obſcuritic. Let vs not 
endeuour to make this 
vvord. luſpicious vnto 
thepeople,as if the rca- 
ding thereof were dan- 
gcrous; as dothole pro- 
fancly fcarcfull people 
who vnder every ſtone 
!magine a Scorpion to 
lurk. If there beany dit- 
ficulties, thereſt which 
isclearcis (ufficient vn- 
co ſaluation. If ir apper- 
tainebur vnto the lear- 
ned to read the Scrip- 
cures , it. appertaineth 
then vnto none to-read 
them : for no-badie 1s 
Skilfull before hee-haue 

read 
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read them. VVee reade 
notthe word of GOD 
becaule we are learned, 
bur to becomelo, 
Now heere we paſlc 
oueran inhnizenumber 
of profirs which we ga- 
ther of thisreadingzas is 
theconfirmarion of our 
faich, conſolation in at- 
fiction, a gentle diver- 
ting;z a maiſter vyhich 
Auttereth nor,a copanie 
which is not trouble- 
ſome, a (pirituall muni- 
ti01N houle, which con- 
taincth all ſorrs of vvea- 
pons againſt remprart- 
ons, which furniſherh 
wherewithall co reſiſt a- 


gain? 
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gainft error, following 
the exaple of ourLord, 
cuer reſiſting the diucll 
by Scripture, & laying 
vntohim, It & written, 
it 6 written,&e, Oncly 
wee will ſtay our ſelues 
vpon this, to wir, that 
the reading kindleth in 
our hcarts the loue of 
God, This is known by 
expcrience. For after a 
man once begins to take 
a raſt in reading the ho- 
ly Scriptures, other ſtu- 
dics beginne to proouc 
withoutreliſh : you ſhal 
ſee no more vpon the 
Carpet, bookes of loue; 
the ridiculous Romans 
and 


”— 


and tales of Amady, do 
flye before the Bible, 


| more then the diuel be- 


forc holy water: althcle 
| plealing and vaine rea- 
dings which buſficd the 
(piric &tickled theima- | 
gination, doe leeſe their 
caſte after this ſpiricuall 
nouriſhment. Another 
kind of loue is kindled 
in the ſpirits of thoſe 
which daily propoſe 
vnto theEſclues the wit- 
neſles of the loue of 
God towards vs, cohi- 
traincdin his word. 

T his meditation fur- 
niſheth vs wich a iuſt 
ſubie&t of complaint. 
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For then whe they bur- 
ned vs for reading the 
Scriptures,wce burned 
with zcale to be reading 
them. Now vvich our 
liberty 1s bred allo our 
negligence & diſeſteem 
thereof, VWeare barba- 
rous,and ncwtoſccke in 
the language of Gods 
Spirit. Our hearts then 
relemble flint-ſtones, 
which caſtno ſparks but 
when they arcſtrucken. 
Many will hauea Bible 
well bound & gilt;lying 
vpona cupboord, more 
forſhew then for inſtru- 
Ction : wee loue bur rhe 
outſide thereof. Wee a- 
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dorne the holy Scrip- 
curesoutwardly : bur ir 


| vvere better it might 


deck vs within. Ic were 
better it weretorn with 
often reading, that thy 
conicience might bee 
more entire : for it 1s 
more calie for thee to 
haue another, thcn it is 
calte for thee to be an 


honeſt man without it. 


Wee dclire a faire im- 
preſsion 3 but the faireſt 
imprelſsi6 is that which 
is made with the finger 
of God in our ſoules. 
The matrices of thelc 
characters are in hea- 
uen. T hisloue of God 
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is ingrauen 1n our hearts 
with his hand, and is 
formed vpon the mo- 
dcl of that loue which 
hee hath borne vs in his 
Son: according as hee 
faith inthe 1 5. of Sainr 
Tlohn : As my Father lo- 
wed mee, ſo haue 1 lo- 
wed you : remaine 
in my loge. 
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